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CCA President’s Report
By Art Wilbur
Since our last issue of the Carson 
O Piñon, the CCA has organized two 
events for the community: a fund raiser 
and a social event.

Fall Festival
On October 1st, we held our annual 
Fall Festival fundraising event. The CCA 
Board thanks the many community 

members who went the extra mile to 
organize and run the many activities at 
the festival. 

Rob Hughes organized the site 
for the day, marking out areas for 
the Dart Balloon Contest conceived 
and overseen by his grandchildren, 
Jeremiah, Lilah, and Gabrielle. They 
did a great job creating a carnival 
atmosphere. 

Dustin Hesta once again organized 
and ran an Archery Competition as well 
as offering instruction and training.

The Kid’s Corner was run by Skye, 
Caitlin, and Caitlin’s sister Aubrey. 
Actitivities included face painting, 
pumpkin carving, and a ring toss game.

CCA At-Large Board Member 
Deborah Perrin was the cashier in 
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Carsonites enjoying the live music  at the 2023 Carson Fall Festival (Vonnie Zepeda).
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charge of activity ticket sales while  
CCA Treasurer Jeremy Paine oversaw 
raffle ticket sales as well as raffle prize 
drawings, ably assisted by Rita and 
Gregg Robbins. Jeremy, together with 
Rita and Gregg also generally kept an eye 
out to make sure things ran smoothly.

Carson Cafe's Jeff Holland took 
charge of the grill, cooking the food 
with help from Jordon.

Sharon Wilbur and Traci McCall 
once again organized and ran the 
always popular Bake Sale.

 All in all, the event raised about 
$100 more than last year’s amount 
of $3,844.75, which was the most 
successful event to date.

Thanksgiving Feast
On October 23rd, CCA held its second 
annual Thanksgiving Feast at the Carson 
Fire Station. We had a good turnout of 
65 people, mostly Carson residents. We 
provided turkey, dressing, gravy, rolls, 
and cranberry sauce, plus mashed 

potatoes made by Jeff made who also 
purchased the pumpkin and pecan pies 
and rolls. Residents contributed many 
dishes, including vegan and vegetarian 
options, and desserts.

Our special thanks to Bill and Ellery 
from the Carson Fire Station for helping 
with the set up. Others who did a great 
job setting up and decorating the tables 
were Rob and family, Vicky, Jeremy, 
and Deborah, and a few Carson Store 
staff. Many volunteers, including Vicky, 
Mattea, Rob, Jeremy, Bill, and others 
made quick work of disassembling and 
putting away the tables and chairs. 

A few things we feel that need 
improvement for next year’s event 
would be more dressing, gravy, and 
cranberry sauce. It would also be better 
to delegate different people to bring 
specific items, so we don’t end up with 
too many of the same thing.  Overall, 
participants had a great time visiting 
and enjoying good food. CCA thanks 
everyone for joining in.
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Ad revenue supports the work of 
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Support CCA 
With a Donation
The CCA relies entirely upon 
donations to support our activities 
and work on behalf of the Carson 
community. You can mail your 
check, made payable to “CCA” to 
PO Box 101, Carson, NM 87517, 
or pass your check to any board 
member. If you are reading this 
online you can donate online by 
clicking the orange button below. 
All donations are tax 
deductible.

If you receive 
a printed and 
mailed copy of 
Carson O Piñon, 
please remember 
that the cost to 
the CCA is around $10 per issue 
for printing and mailing, and we 
appreciate your donation to help 
cover these costs. 

Please thank our advertisers, 
Craig Osen of Carson Cafe & 
Grocery, and Peter Allen for their 
support of CCA.

Carsonites having fun  at the 2023 Carson Fall Festival (Vonnie Zepeda).
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Carson Fire Chief Spearheads 
Growth of Carson Volunteer 
Fire Department
Compiled by the CCA Board from various sources

Since Scott Freeman arrived in 
Carson as our new Fire Chief, he has 
increased the scope, size, capability, 
and professionalism of our team of 
firefighters. He also has a great vision 
for the future.

Scott’s Background
Scott moved to Carson in March of 
2021 from Portland Oregon, where 
he was the Senior Project Manager 
for the construction of the Urban 
Gypsum plant, which recycles used 
drywall. This was the first-of-its-kind 
facility in the nation which turns used 
drywall into gypsum at a level of 99.4% 
gypsum for farm and construction use. 
The plant has the capability to process 
20 tons of drywall in an hour. Urban 
Gypsum won the Sustainable innovator 
award for the Portland Oregon metro 
for 2020. 

From 2000 until 2013, Scott 
had been a firefighter on Mt. Hood, 
Hoodland Fire, southeast of Portland, 
Oregon, and had twice received the 
Firefighter of the Year award there. 

He moved to a small town in 
southern California in 2014 and 
became a member of their firefighting 
force, and he was the emergency 
evacuation coordinator for the Sun 
Lakes retirement community from 
2015 to 2018, before moving back to 
Portland for the construction of the 
Urban Gypsum plant.

Scott Joins CVFD
You can see that Scott brings extensive 
experience (20+ years) of firefighting 
as well as working with a wide range 
of people to achieve a common goal. 
When he arrived in Carson in 2021 
he was interested in maintaining his 

firefighting activities. He was told 
there was an opening for Chief at the 
Carson Volunteer Fire Department 
(CVFD) and volunteered his services. 

Some members of the current Carson Volunteer Fire Department, left to right: Senior Firefighter Ricky Garrison, 
Fire Chief Scott Freeman, Captain Bill Howard, Firefighter Casey Dentinger, Senior Firefighter Charlie Raferty

https://www.urbangypsum.com/
https://www.urbangypsum.com/
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He was endorsed by the members of 
CVFD and, following interviews with 
Mike Cordova (Taos County 1 Chief) 
and James Hampton (Taos County 3 
Chief), his appointment was approved. 
Scott became Carson Fire Chief in July 
of 2021.

The CVFD area is quite extensive, 
reaching from the Earthship Community 
on Hwy 64, the West Rim Road to the 
river, to the intersection of 285 and 567 
and five miles south and north. That 
area will increase in the near future.

Improvements to 
CVFD
Scott soon began to make his mark 
on our CVFD, increasing the level of 
professionalism. Coverage, the number 
of requests for service that received 
attention, was at 40%, that is only four 
out of every ten were answered. Over 
the last 18 months, all 160 calls for 
service have been attended by the CVFD 
volunteers, a perfect 100% record.

When Scott joined the CVFD it 
had two Engineers, and now there 
are four. Engineers are the approved 
drivers of the engines and operate 
the water pumps. These firefighters 
have a working knowledge of how to 
drive safely to place the engines in the 
correct spot on the fire grounds. They 
must watch for prevailing winds for 
smoke, keeping their engine a proper 
distance away from collapse zones, 
and be aware of hazardous materials, 
including propane tanks. They engage 
the pump and deploy fire lines at the 
appropriate pumping rate to fight the 
fire. The engineers have the fire attack 
teams' lives in their hands. Away from 
the fire scene, they are responsible for 
filling and resupplying the fire engine. 

There is a good saying, “so goes 
the first five minutes, so goes the fire 
scene”. They must get everything right 
first time! 

Since Scott became Fire Chief, all 
the fire rigs have been to the County 
workshop and are now fully functional. 
Also, Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) equipment is now in full working 

order, including the automated external 
defibrillator (AED) which is used 
to help those experiencing sudden 
cardiac arrest. It’s a sophisticated, 
yet easy-to-use, medical device that 
can analyze the heart’s rhythm and, if 
necessary, deliver an electrical shock, 
or defibrillation, to help the heart re-
establish an effective rhythm, and so 
save lives.

CVFD now has six trained drivers, 
four of whom are engineers. Scott is a 
dedicated teacher, training volunteers 
both at drill and while out on calls and 
is determined that all CVFD volunteers 
operate at a professional level. The 
CVFD team members support each 
other, building confidence, and 
watching out for each other during 
operations. 

The CVFD is not just about fighting 
fire but encompasses Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) or ambulance 
personnel as well. Two of our CVFD 
volunteers are aiming for Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT) status, 
also known as an ambulance 
technician, a health professional that 
provides emergency medical services. 
Taos County will pay for their training 
in full. 

CVFD has Basic Life Support Status 
(BLS) and is working on obtaining 

Advanced Status. Such training of 
personnel allows them to promptly 
recognize several life-threatening 
emergencies, give high-quality chest 
compressions, deliver appropriate 
ventilations, and provide early use of an 
AED as appropriate.

Original Carson Volunteer Fire Department crew, left to right back row: Unknown, 
Alisa, Jordan Agee, Aaron Keske, Jojo, Heath Barmettler, Steve Brady;

front row: Roy Smith and April Anderson.
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Facilities Outgrown
The Carson Fire Station facilities remain 
at the same level as when they were 
first established (ten) years ago. While 
we are fortunate to have a fire station, 
the facilities are becoming insufficient 
as demands for service continue to 
increase each year. Even now, CVFD is 
unable to fit all its equipment into the 
building.

The Fire House itself can just fit 
CVFD’s two large Engines, Engine 1 and 
2. Engine 1 is a classic structure fire 
engine built in the 1980s, and can hold 
500 gallons of water, pumping at 1500 
gallons per minute and ideally should be 
replaced by a more modern unit. Engine 
2 is essentially a water tanker, with a 
capacity of 2,000 gallons and can pump 
1510 gallons of water per minute. 

Meanwhile Engine 7 must be 
stored elsewhere. Engine 7 is a 
Type 6 Wildland Engine, a fire 
engine specifically designed to assist 
in fighting wildfires by transporting 
firefighters to the scene and providing 
them with access to the fire, along with 
water or other equipment. It serves 
as a Command Rig, and is used on 
most calls because it is an aggressive 
4-wheel-drive engine based on a 
heavy duty pickup truck and is used 
in extraction of people trapped in car 
wrecks and medical calls. However, 
each year, once we hit freezing 
weather, Engine 7 cannot be used for 
extinguishing fires. 

Since Scott joined CVFD they have 
been able to increase the number of Self 
Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) 
units to eight, and ten bottles of air. 

Type 6 truck

THANK OUR CVFD 
VOLUNTEERS
While large urban areas typically 
have paid firefighters, most rural 
firefighters are volunteers. There 
are slightly more than one million 
firefighters in the US today, of 
which one third are paid; the 
remaining two thirds are volunteers. 

In Carson, we rely on dedicated 
volunteers who donate their time 
to train, and risk their lives in 
attending to emergencies in our 
region, bringing their expertise in 
controlling fire, attending medical 
emergencies, and saving lives in 
vehicle wrecks.

Who are these generous 
souls? Below are our current team 
members, with number of years 
they have been with CVFD::
 » Senior Firefighter Chris Tucs 

10+ years
 » Senior Firefighter 

Charlie Raferty 8+ years
 » Senior Firefighter Engineer 

Robert Curran 7 years
 » Senior Firefighter 

Brandy Westby 4 years
 » Fire Chief Engineer 

Scott Freeman 2 years
 » Captain Engineer Bill Howard 

1+ years
 » Senior Firefighter Training 

to be an Engineer 
Ricky Garrison 1 year, 
and Professional Wildland 
Firefighter

 » Casey Dentinger 1 year
 » Lieutenant Engineer 

Ellery Collins 1+ year
 » Firefighter (Medical) 

Abbie Shows 1 year
 » Firefighter Melissa Whitney
 » Firefighter Josh Forsythe
 » Firefighter Kimberly Blair
 » Support Staff 

Margret Waterhouse

If you know any of our 
volunteers, please make a point of 
thanking them for their service.

Tanker truck
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As for training, once Scott became 
Chief he began training volunteers on 
a one-on-one basis, and more recently 
took on responsibility for all training. 
Today, CVFD has officers, and they do 
more of the training. In total, CVFD now 
has 15 volunteers, and an increasing 
amount of training is done online.

Dreams for the Future
It was apparent to Scott that Carson 
needed to build on the leadership shown 
by Art Wilbur 15 years ago to establish 
the Fire Department. CVFD needs 
additional space to house the increasing 
amount of equipment needed by the 
increased demand for service. Ideally 
CVFD would first have a dayroom-
cum-training room, so that post-fire 
relaxation, preparation, and training 
does not take place in the garage for the 
vehicles or equipment room. 

Other dreams include having a 
bathroom with running water, and 
a private washer and dryer for fire 
fighters’ dirty clothing. For training 
facilities, CVFD should have a container 
box for live firefighting training, a three-

story fire tower, and props for practicing 
roof ventilation.  Ventilation is the 
practice of removing heat and smoke 
from a fire by allowing it to escape 
by opening windows and doors, or 
cutting a hole in the roof above the fire. 
Ventilation can be used to drive a fire 
in a particular direction. Fire is always 
seeking fuel and air is a big part of that. 
Creating ventilation is one of the most 
dangerous tasks for a firefighter, so any 
training in techniques is invaluable. 
Ideally, CVFD would have a roof 
structure at ground level with a 4/12 
pitch to practice the cutting of different 
roofing materials. 

Once these facilities have been 
funded and constructed, Scott would 
like to see a second building the size of 
our current fire station, and he hopes 
that will become possible sometime in 
2025–26, as funds become available.

Funds Raised in 2022
Any development of our CVFD facilities 
will cost significant amounts of money. 
The best route for CVFD is through 
grants obtained through Taos County.  

In 2023, CVFD is up for new bunker 
gear, that is the coat and pants that 
firefighters wear at a fire scene or car 
fire and extrication of victims trapped 
in cars.

The great news in the closing 
months of 2022 is that CVFD has just 
received three new grants for 2023. 
One for $20,000 for Wildland Fire 
equipment, a second of $39,500 for 
remodeling our existing station, and 
$400,000 for facility development. 
That’s a total of $459,500 for 2023.

The largest amount has come 
from the New Mexico Department of 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management. The application was 
headed by Carson fire chief Scott 
Freeman, and from Taos County Fire 
Chief Mike Cordova and Taos County 
Fire Marshall James Hampton. Scott 
provided information to Mike and 
James who are experienced in writing 
these grant applications. 

This $400,000 award to CVFD is 
part of a larger grant to Taos County of 
just over $1.3m, for “Fire Suppression 
System, Facility Improvement, and 
SCBAs”. 

Drafting and pumping drill Helicopter landing zone on Hwy 285
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The funds will make a reality of 
Scott’s dreams: CVFD will get its 
dayroom, bathroom, a washer dryer 
area, and an office. It also means that 
outside training grounds will not be a 
mud bath, and indoor training will take 
place in the comfort of the dry room.

Community Benefits
In addition to providing better facilities 
for our hard-working CVFD volunteers, 
the new space provides facilities for 
the community to host a variety of 
activities, and will also be a place to 
house Carson residents in the event of 
a large hazardous situation.

Detailed planning of the new 
facilities is at an advanced stage, and 
construction is likely to begin in May 
2023. Remodeling of the existing 
facility will be made possible by a grant 
from the State of New Mexico totaling 
$39,500.

In addition to the Homeland 
Security grant, CVFD was also 
successful in receiving a grant through 
the Volunteer Fire Assistance Program 
(VFA) for wildland equipment. These 
funds will be used to purchase gloves, 
Nomex shirts and pants, hardhats, 
safety glasses, fire line packs, fire 
shelters, water canteens, headlamps, 
and neck shrouds. The Wildland Grant 
will give CVFD $20,000 to spend on this 
equipment.

Local fire departments can 
obtain equipment for wildland 
firefighting and build their capacity 
for wildfire response with grants 
from the VFA. The VFA provides 
grants to local governments with 
funds made available by the USDA 
Forest Service to help communities 
protect themselves from catastrophic 
wildland fires. The VFA grant 
program is administered by the 
New Mexico Energy, Minerals and 
Natural Resources Department 
(EMNRD) Forestry Division. A 
maximum of $25,000 per qualifying 
fire department per year is available 
for purposes that include equipping 
rural fire departments with wildland 
fire equipment, organizing rural 

fire departments for wildland fire 
response, and wildland fire prevention 
activities. Eligible applicants are 
municipalities, counties, and tribes 
that service rural communities with 
less than 10,000 people and can 
provide a 10 percent cost-share match 
using only state or local funds for the 
required match.

Building on the Past
These efforts by our CVFD team 
build on 2020’s success in securing 
a NM Fire Protection Grant Award of 
$140,151.20 from the Fire Service 
Support Bureau of the New Mexico 
Public Regulation Commission for 
the development of a dedicated fire 

suppression water supply. This is part 
of a broader plan to raise the rating 
of the CVFD from ISO9 to ISO8 (see 
page 11). The New Mexico Fire Service 
Support Bureau inspects each fire 
department to assess their ISO score. 
The grant CVFD received enabled them 
to drill a well (to 400 feet in depth, 
yielding 20 gallons a minute), and to 
install a 40,000 gallon pressurized 
water tank to store and deliver water. 

None of this would be possible 
without the work done by earlier 
volunteers to establish the Carson 
Volunteer Fire Department (see the 
article on page 8). We as a community 
thank the efforts of these volunteers 
who work on behalf of all of us to 
improve Carson as a place to live.
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A Brief History of the Carson 
Fire Department
Compiled by the CCA Board from various sources

Art Wilbur, CCA’s current President, is 
the person we should thank for Carson 
having a fire station of its own, with the 
help of many in the Carson community 
to see it along. 

A fire department is three things. 
First it is the trained personnel who do 
the work. Second, it is a physical entity, 
with a building and equipment. Third, 
it is an organization recognized by 
the County and State as a fire fighting 
facility. Establishing each of these 
presented many challenges that we 
may forget.

Art had been visiting Carson since 
1984 since the parents of his wife 
Sharon, Joe and Wanda Schwilling, 

were living here. Art and Sharon moved 
to Carson in 2006, and they knew many 
people in the community by then. Art 
became a member of the CCA, and its 
President in 2007.  At the time there 
had been an interest in establishing 
a fire station in Carson going back 
to around 1980. Carson residents 
recognized the various hurdles that had 
to be overcome and most people didn’t 
have the time to commit to the process. 
Art, recently retired, had the time and 
decided to take it on.

Starting in 2008, Art began to 
attend the twice-monthly meetings of 
the Taos County Commissioners, and 
got to know Rick Chavez, who was 

then Public Works Supervisor for Taos 
County. Art was working with Rick to 
improve S Carson Road at that time.

Art went about establishing the 
Carson Fire Department by first 
recruiting volunteer personnel who 
would be the core of the department, 
even before we had established the 
department as an entity, or before 
we had a building, or land to put it 
on. In 2008 Art, who was our Fire 
Chief, distributed brochures to recruit 
volunteers.

There were also administrative 
tasks to be done. CCA had to obtain 
a two-thirds vote from community 
members to add an amendment to 

Coast to Coast Carports arrived with the building elements and the building was erected in three days  
on the foundations built by a team of Carson volunteers.
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the CCA Bylaws for the creation of 
a volunteer fire department. After 
that, Sharon Wilbur started the long 
and difficult process of establishing 
501(c)(3) status for the CCA. 
Section 501(c)(3) is a portion of the 
U.S. Internal Revenue Code (IRC) and 
a specific tax category for nonprofit 
organizations. Organizations that meet 
Section 501(c)(3) requirements are 
exempt from federal income tax. Only 
non-profit organizations, such as the 
CCA, that qualify for 501(c)(3) status, 
can say that donations to them are 
tax deductible. The 501(c)(3) status 
encourages donors to make cash 
donations, since they can receive a 
reduction on their taxes as a result 
of their donation. It also holds the 
non-profit to certain annual reporting 
requirements to the state which 
ensures a level of responsibility within 
the non-profit. Sharon began the 
application process in 2009 and CCA 
was awarded that valuable status in 
December 2011 retroactive to July of 
that year.

Maps were drawn to show the 
extent of the Carson Fire District, to 
identify the range and township, and 
the location of residences, cisterns, and 
water wells. In 2012 a start was made 
on establishing an emergency response 
list, a task that continues to this day, 
whereby the CVFD has a list and 
location of all residents and any special 
requirements they might have during 
an emergency. If you are not yet on the 
list just email cca@carsonnm.org and 
we will get you signed up.

Meanwhile, from 2008 through 
2012, fifteen firefighter volunteers from 
Carson and beyond began training 
with the Ojo Caliente Fire Department 
each Sunday. Training for containing 
structural fires took place at Red 
River Fire Department, and separate 
training for wildfire containment was 
also taking place. The training was 
mostly paid for by Taos County and the 
State administration. Five members 
trained as First Responders, and they 
completed CPR training, paid for by 
the CCA. 

In 2012, Art began to solicit 
firefighting equipment from other 
fire departments. He was successful 
in acquiring a tanker fire truck from 
Bosque Farms near Albuquerque (and 
drove it to Carson himself) and a fully 
equipped type 6 brush truck from 
Peralta, and then a Class 3 Fire Engine, 
and a 2000 gallon tanker truck. Most of 
these vehicles required work to make 
them operational. 

The fledgling fire department 
lucked out when Carson resident Rich 
Hill donated one acre of property to the 
CCA for the specific purpose of building 
a fire station. With the help of the 

county attorney, Barbara Martinez, we 
were able to quickly transfer ownership.  
In due course the site was approved by 
the State Fire Marshall’s Office as an 
appropriate location for the fire station. 
Robert Watt, of Red Tail Surveying out 
of Taos, surveyed the lot and prepared 
a site plan.

One problem with the donated lot 
was that it is within the floodplain of 
the Petaca, and so it would need to 
be raised by four feet in order that our 
proposed building would be above the 
100 year flood level to gain Taos County 
approval. Rick Chavez was very helpful 
since he needed a place to store the 

A team of volunteers, led by Rob Hughes shown here, dug the foundations, 
installed the steel reinforcement, and poured the concrete.

mailto:cca@carsonnm.org
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80 tons of pit run earth that he had 
planned to use on S Carson Road. In 
return for allowing the storage of the 
dirt, Rick Chavez agreed to donate the 
fill to establish the building pad four 
feet above grade.

In early 2012, before the building 
of the fire station had been approved 
by the County, Sharon and Art Wilbur 
threw a new year’s party and invited 
County Attorney Barbara Martinez 
and Rick Chavez, neither of whom had 
been to Carson. Also present were 
Commissioner Andrew Chavez and 
several staff members from the Taos 
County administration.

In 2012, once the planning consent 
hurdles had been cleared, Rob Hughes 
and Peter Allen, who at that time was 
a licensed and practicing architect 
in New Mexico, started to plan what 
the building needed to look like. CCA 
anticipated a manufactured steel 
framed building to serve as our fire 
station, to house the fire trucks. At the 
time Carson’s fire trucks were stored in 
Art and Sharon’s back yard. 

Rob and Peter figured out what kind 
of building we would need, its size, with 
details of the doors and windows. CCA 
decided to source the building from 
Coast to Coast Carports Company. Rob 
and Peter drew the plans locating the 
building on the property.

In early 2013, when we were 
ready to build, Rob Hughes led the 
construction of the foundations. 

Building from its existing level, four 
foot high stem walls were constructed 
from insulated concrete forms. Using 
the fill that had been made available, 
they back filled around and inside the 
forms to raise the floor of the building 
to the necessary height above the 
flood plain. This work was done by 
a team of five volunteers, who dug 
the foundations, installed the steel 
reinforcement, constructed the stem 
wall forms, and poured the concrete. 
Volunteers included members of the 
CVFD at the time, among them Rob 
Curran, Ammon Hughes, James, and 
others.

Coast to Coast Carports arrived 
with the building elements and the 
building was constructed in three 
days. Once up, former Carson resident 
Charlee Myers, of Mountain and Mesa 
Construction Company from Tres 
Piedras, led the team of volunteers 
who installed the insulation. This team 
once again included Rob Hughes, 
Rob Curran, Ammon Hughes, and 
James.

The propane gas tank was set up 
by Kit Carson Propane, who ran the 
line for the heater. Electrical wiring 
was installed by Anthony Perez of Jireh 
Electricity of Taos.

The cost of the construction was a 
little over $40,000. While we knew that 
Taos County would reimburse us for the 
costs, we first had to pay for materials 
and labor. Members of the Carson 

community loaned and donated funds 
to the CCA to pay for the fire station’s 
construction.

In 2013, the NM Governor Susanna 
Martinez paid a visit to Taos. Art Wilbur 
secured a meeting with her during 
her visit to discuss the problems with 
funding for the Carson Fire Station, 
including equipment and specialized 
clothing needed by fire fighters. One 
outcome was that she facilitated the 
introduction of fuel credit cards for 
our fire engines from the State of New 
Mexico.

There were many problems in the 
early days, such as how to fill the tanker 
trucks with water, which would take 
an hour or more from Art and Sharon’s 
well. Water would continue to be a 
problem until the well and pressurized 
tank were constructed at the fire 
department in 2021.

Finally, by 2014, CCA had paid 
back all its debts related to the Fire 
Department. Funds were received from 
the county, and unforeseen additional 
costs of construction were offset by 
donations from community members. 

In 2016, Art Wilbur retired as fire 
chief, and retired from the CCA board 
following which the fortunes of the 
CVFD have gone up and down, with 
much turnover of volunteers. With Scott 
Freeman’s arrival as our new Fire Chief 
in 2021 things are very much on the 
up again.

Four foot high stem walls were constructed from insulated concrete forms by a team of five volunteers that included 
members of the CVFD at the time, among them Rob Curran, Ammon Hughes, and James, led by Rob Hughes.
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Reducing Risk of Fire (and 
Insurance Premiums) in Carson
By Scott Freeman, Carson Fire Chief
Taos County has recently revised the 
fire risk faced by various communities, 
including Carson. The good news 
is that Carson’s fire risk rating has 
been reduced from High to Medium. 
Community scores ranged from a low of 
40 (Greater World/Star Community) to 
122 (El Salto). Carson’s score is 60. The 
improvements made to South Carson 
Road contributed to our reduced rating.

Carson Fire Chief Scott Freeman 
met on December 9 with CVFD Captain 
Bill Howard and Garrett Hanson, Taos 
County’s Wildland Fire Coordinator 
to discuss how to reduce the risk of 
wildland fire in Carson. Garrett had 
good ideas including which grants to 
pursue, some of which are already 
in process. The 556 road will now 
officially be listed as a secondary 
evacuation road for the Carson 
community, and that will reduce our 
risk rating.

The National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) has a Wildlife 

Hazard Severity Checklist form 
they use to determine both 
individual property and community 
risk assessments, which include 
roofing material and other building 
construction materials. In addition, 
they consider the number of ingress/
egress routes, road width, road surface 
quality, access driveway length, 
vegetation type and density, size of 
defensible space around houses, and 
the gradient of the terrain. Information 
from this checklist, together with the 
County’s risk assessment, will help 
with conversations with insurance 
companies.

In addition to these assessments, 
access to and the quality of a local fire 
department contributes to insurance 
company ratings. Carson’s ISO fire 
rating determines how well CVFD can 
protect our community and home. 
Insurance companies use the score 
to help set home insurance rates, 
as a home that is less likely to be 

severely damaged or destroyed by 
fire is cheaper to insure. However, the 
impact of Carson’s ISO score on our 
homeowners’ insurance policies varies 
by insurer. What’s more, ISO does not 
publicly release scores, so it’s not easy 
to look up your area’s score or how it 
impacts your insurance rates.

A company called ISO (Insurance 
Services Office) creates ratings for fire 
departments and their surrounding 
communities. These ratings calculate 
how well-equipped fire departments 
are to put out fires in that community. 
ISO provides this score, often called 
the “ISO fire score,” to homeowners 
insurance companies. Insurers 
then use it to help set homeowners 
insurance rates. The better equipped 
your fire department is to put out a fire, 
the less likely your house is to burn 
down. That makes your home less risky, 
and therefore less expensive, to insure.

An ISO fire rating, also referred to 
as a fire score or Public Protection 
Classification (PPC), is a score from 
one to 10 that indicates how well-
protected your community is by the fire 
department. In the ISO rating scale, a 
lower number is better: one is the best 
possible rating, while a 10 means the 
fire department did not meet ISO’s 
minimum requirements. Carson’s ISO 
rating is currently 9, and likely to be 
reduced to 8 shortly.

The area within 1,000 feet of CVFD, 
which would include the post office 
and the Carson Café, should be rated 
at 7 since CVFD personnel proved 
they could sustain a 250 gallon per 
minute water shuttle for 2 hours, an 
exercise that demonstrated to the 
ISO inspectors the improvements that 
CVFD has made.  The benchmark for 
a rating of 7 throughout the Carson 
district is being able to deliver 4,000 
gallons to a fire scene and staff the 

Carson
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Carson's Firewise accreditation contributes to CVFD's ISO rating.
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fire scene with 4 or more firefighters. 
That will be possible at some point over 
the next two years when CVFD adds a 
second engine that holds 2,000 gallons 
like our existing Engine 2.

The major part of this rating is 
not equipment but personnel, and 
volunteer members of our community 
make a huge commitment. CVFD has 
had some turnover in the last year, 
losing four firefighters and gaining 
another six, creating an outstanding 
team that has responded to 160 
calls in the last 18 months with a 100% 
response rate.

CVFD will be re-evaluated in 2 years, 
by which time we should have a second 
station and be able to deliver 4,000+ 
gallons to any part of Carson. This 
should drop our rating to 7 overall. 

According to ISO’s Fire Suppression 
Rating Schedule (FSRS), four main 
criteria comprise a fire rating score:
 » 50% comes from the quality of your 

local fire department, including 
staffing levels, training, and 
proximity of the firehouse.

 » 40% comes from availability of water 
supply, including the prevalence of 
fire hydrants and how much water is 
available to put out fires.

 » 10% comes from the quality of the 
area’s emergency communications 
systems (911).

 » An extra 5.5% comes from 
community outreach, including 
fire prevention and safety courses, 
including Carson’s Firewise 
accreditation.

 » Any area that is more than five 
driving miles from the nearest fire 
station is automatically rated a 10.
A rating of five is both the median 

and most common rating fire 
departments received. In general, 
urban areas tend to have better PPC 
scores than rural areas, as urban fire 
departments are closer together and 
often receive better funding.

How does my ISO fire rating 
impact insurance rates?
The formulas homeowners’ insurance 
companies use to determine their 
insurance rates are complex and 

constantly changing. But, all other 
things being equal, a lower PPC score 
for your area may translate to a lower 
homeowners insurance premium, as it 
means your home is at a lower risk for 
serious fire damage. Home insurance 
companies offer lower rates if you have a 
good ISO rating because a well-prepared 
fire department should be able to put 
out a house fire more quickly.

However, how your rating impacts 
your homeowners’ insurance premium 
varies by insurer, and it’s often only 
one of many factors it considers with 
regards to fire safety. For example, 
some companies ask about your 
home’s proximity to a fire station or fire 
hydrant, as well as whether you have 
a fire alarm or sprinkler system. And 
some insurers, namely State Farm, do 
not use ISO’s score to set homeowners’ 
premiums at all. Instead, they use 
their own metrics based on factors like 
historical fire data.

With that in mind, if your 
homeowners insurance premium has 
increased due to a negative ISO fire 
rating, or you’re no longer able to get 
home insurance at all, you may be 
able to bring your costs back down 
by shopping around for the best 
homeowners insurance company for 
your needs.

Insuring your house in Carson.
Recently, the Scottsdale Insurance 
Company, previously Colonial, 
cancelled the policy for one Carson 
resident. The reason given: “Due to 
location’s High Risk Area; does not 
meet Underwriting Guidelines”.

Beaudry’s, the broker that 
provided the policy, has been a 
long time local insurance broker 
in Taos. They focus on helping the 
community and were one of the first 
companies to help rural residents 
get insurance when the state of NM 
opened insurability to remote areas 
about 20 years ago. Rural areas were 
allowed to get theft and fire insurance 
for homes in rural areas, off grid and/
or occupied 6 months out of the year.

Since Beaudry supports the 
communities around Taos, they 

are distressed about Scottsdale’s 
behavior. Some companies are pulling 
out from areas they deem high risk 
(usually without researching anything 
—because they can). Beaudry’s 
wants information from us to help 
them help us in return. As mentioned 
above, insurance companies consider 
many factors including distance to fire 
station, water on the property (storage 
or well), how much vegetation is 
close to the house, construction type 
(stucco over adobe less flammable 
than a log cabin), how accessible 
the house is to firefighting crews 
(is there a good road), any claims 
history? So one house may qualify 
for insurance while another may not 
based on slight differences in the 
risk. Your best bet is to get a great 
broker and they can shop for insurers 
that are in the market for your risk 
attributes. There may be things you 
can do to make your property more 
attractive to the underwriter.  Ask 
your broker. Currently, people in the 
Carson community are insured by the 
following:
• Farm Bureau, Albuquerque. Local 

agent FRED PORTER  505-473-
0028 or 888-956 0028 https://
www.fbfs.com/insurance/home-
and-property-insurance

• Travelers Insurance, through https://
www.lakeviewinsurancesolutions.
com/ but also see agent.travelers.
com

• State Farm https://www.statefarm.
com/insurance/home-and-
property/homeowners

• American Modern Insurance 
https://amig.com/ through AAA. 
The contact person is Andy 
Alvarez @469-221-8418.

• Daniels Insurance Inc., PO Box 
4550, 805 St Michaels Drive, 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-4550. 
505 982 4302 https://www.
danielsinsuranceinc.com/contact-
us/. Insurance underwritten by 
Safeco

• Brown and Brown in Taos https://
www.progressiveagent.com/local-
agent/new-mexico/taos/brown-
brown-taos/

https://www.valuepenguin.com/best-homeowners-insurance-companies
https://www.valuepenguin.com/best-homeowners-insurance-companies
https://www.fbfs.com/insurance/home-and-property-insurance
https://www.fbfs.com/insurance/home-and-property-insurance
https://www.fbfs.com/insurance/home-and-property-insurance
https://www.lakeviewinsurancesolutions.com/
https://www.lakeviewinsurancesolutions.com/
https://www.lakeviewinsurancesolutions.com/
http://agent.travelers.com/
http://agent.travelers.com/
https://www.statefarm.com/insurance/home-and-property/homeowners
https://www.statefarm.com/insurance/home-and-property/homeowners
https://www.statefarm.com/insurance/home-and-property/homeowners
https://amig.com/
https://www.danielsinsuranceinc.com/contact-us/
https://www.danielsinsuranceinc.com/contact-us/
https://www.danielsinsuranceinc.com/contact-us/
https://www.progressiveagent.com/local-agent/new-mexico/taos/brown-brown-taos/
https://www.progressiveagent.com/local-agent/new-mexico/taos/brown-brown-taos/
https://www.progressiveagent.com/local-agent/new-mexico/taos/brown-brown-taos/
https://www.progressiveagent.com/local-agent/new-mexico/taos/brown-brown-taos/
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GIVE US A CALL 505-407-7420 |  WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU!

ADVERTISEMENT

GOOD FOOD & COMPANY AWAIT YOU. COME SEE US THIS SPRING!

Carson Cafe
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Orion / Hypatia Alexandria CC BY 2.0

IODINE

By Jeff Holland

The night here smells of iodine
As Venus peaks up in the sky
Orion' s bow shoots Jupiter's eye
And winter's wave gestures a sign
To bring me lungs of iodine

The freezing mud beneath my shoe
Gives softly as adobe jam
And all impressions of a gentle breeze
Form fairy lines and blue designs
For the wordless tang of iodine

If there's corruption in my mind
It is dispelled for a time
Despite a mouth of decay and crime
Doubts I've sowed, eyes I've brined
All washed away by iodine

Pack my wounds with sand
Sew my hammer to my hand
Root me with your spider vine
Let me live in your land
Bathed in the light of iodine

Miscellany
Firewise and Chipping
In the last issue of Carson O Piñon we 
appealed to you to send us information 
regarding work that you have done on 
your property to reduce the risk of fire. 
CCA’s Firewise Committee thanks you 
for letting us have that information. 
That helped us maintain our status as 
a Firewise community in good standing 
for 2023, which in turn feeds into 
our insurance rating. We are in good 
standing now for the coming year (see 
article and certificate on page 9).

Two Firewise actions we 
recommended that you take were: 
(1) reduce tree densities on your 
propery by thinning, and (2) remove 
the lower tree branches and chip 
those. The best time to do that work 
is from now until the end of March. 
That’s because pine bark beetles are 
attracted to the smell of freshly cut pine 

trees. Infestations of bark beetles can 
finish off trees stressed from drought. 
Pine bark beetles are generally inactive 
from November through to the end of 
March. If you trim trees and don’t have 
a chipper, you can take your branches 
to Peter Allen and he will chip them for 
you. See his advert on page 15. 

Green Chile Transmission Line
You may have heard that Kit Carson 
Electric has begun planning for the 
Green Chile Transmission Project. This 
project will add an extra 115-kilovolt 
(kV)  line alongside existing lines 
that pass through Carson along High 
Power Road.

There will be an Open House at the 
Carson Fire Station at 5pm on Tuesday, 
February 21st, held by NextEra Energy, 
a partner in the project, to begin a 
discussion with potential impacted 
landowners in our area. Priority to 
attend the meeting will be given to 
those who will be directly impacted 
by the new line. NextEra Energy will 
be contacting affected landowners 
by registered mail in advance of the 
meeting.

GridLiance Southwest, LLC 
(GridLiance), a subsidiary of NextEra 
Energy Transmission, LLC (NEET) is 
leading the development efforts for Kit 
Carson Electric Cooperative (KCEC)’s 
Green Chile 115-kV transmission 

project on behalf of Kit Carson Electric 
Cooperative.

The project will construct 
approximately 38 miles of new 115kV 
overhead transmission line that will 
run from PNM Ojo Switching Station 
north of Hernandez, and the Taos 
Substation. The 115-kV system, 
along with the 161-kV system, is the 
workhorse of the transmission system. 
It is responsible for transmitting power 
from the larger transmission system 
and generation facility throughout the 
entire service area. 161-kV and 115-kV 
transmission lines are the main arteries 
for electricity, carrying it to and from 
every geographical area served by Kit 
Carson Electric. Some large industrial 
customers are served directly from the 
115-kV transmission system. 

115kV lines are generally made 
from single pole structures, typically 
between 55 to 80 feet heigh, and 
require between 70 to 100 feet typical 
right of way width.

Stan Lupo CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Pile of wood chips / HRYMX CC BY 2.0
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TREES FOR SALE 
Many of these are shade trees that provide shade while 
maintaining moisture in the soil and controlling erosion. 

 ÍBurr Oak Quercus macrocarpa—native to New 
Mexico and a hybrid of another native. 

 ÍBurgamble Quercus gambelii—produces acorns early 
in life, providing wildlife forage. 

 ÍBig Tooth Maple Acer grandidentatum—another 
native of New Mexico, beautiful fall foliage. 

 Í Little Leaf Linden Tilia cordata—a honeybee favorite. 

 Í American White Ash Fraxinus americana—
moderately fast growth rate, turns a beautiful purple 
in fall. 

 Í Serviceberry Amelanchier alnifolia  (pictured above)—
native of North America, often seen along the hiking 
trails of Northern New Mexico. Another flashy fall 
fashion show! Native Americans made a pemmican, 
the fruit of the serviceberry, like a blueberry, mixed 
with fat to provide sustenance when traveling. 

Pricing is wholesale for Carson residents. Come see and 
select your own. Assistance provided in planting to get 
the dos and don’ts right. 

Contact Peter Allen 505 795 3298, or 
petermarcusallen@gmail.com 

CHIPPING SERVICE
Bring a pickup load of branches and limbs and go home 
with a pickup load of wood chips. $25 for full pickup, 
prorated for less. Contact Peter Allen 505 795 3298, or 
petermarcusallen@gmail.com 

LANDSCAPING AND 
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT 
Peter Allen has a very versatile piece of equipment—a 
“Dingo” manufactured by Toro. It is specifically used as 
a landscape tool and is able to get around tight spaces 
being only 34 inches wide. It has three sizes of augers, a 
trencher, bucket, forklift and ground leveler. You can hire 
Peter and his Dingo for $75 an hour to provide services 
that include trenching, ditching, post-setting, hole-
digging, earth-moving and grading, and much more. No 
charge for mobilization. 

Contact Peter Allen 505 795 3298, or 
petermarcusallen@gmail.com 

HigH Desert trees, llc
 it’s the journey not the destination

Peter Allen
 grower

PO Box 111
Carson, NM 87517
505.795.3298
petermarcusallen@gmail.com
www.highdesertbeesandtrees.com so below

so belowas above

ADVERTISEMENT

NATIVE  TREES FOR YOUR LANDSCAPE…

…PLUS LANDSCAPING SERVICES
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What’s That Finch at 
Your Feeder?
By Paul Green

If you have a sunflower seed bird feeder 
up this winter, chances are that it’s 
been attracting a lot of finches. The 
two finch species that are most easily 
confused are House Finch and Cassin’s 
Finch. Here are some guidelines to help 
you tell them apart.

Finches belong to the family 
Fringillidae, and these finches are in 
the subfamily, Carduelinae. Cassin’s 
Finch Haemorhous cassinii is a bird of 

western coniferous forests, feeding high 
up into the tree line during summer, 
and coming into our area for the winter, 
whereas House Finch Haemorhous 
mexicanus is found in a wide range of 
habitats and stays with us all year. Both 
species feed mainly on seeds, berries, 
and buds. Finches are more acrobatic 
than sparrows, and will clamber among 
vegetation to pluck seeds. Finches 
will take seeds from your hanging 

feeders, while sparrows and juncos are 
restricted to the ground.

Forgetting all details of plumage 
for a moment, the easiest way to 
distinguish between the two species 
is bill shape. The House Finch has a 
shorter, more conical bill, with a curved 
upper bill (culmen). The Cassin’s Finch 
is longer with a straight flat profile to 
the culmen (see photos). Cassin’s is 
slightly larger than House (see photos).

Male House Finch / Doug Greenburg (CC BY-NC 2.0) Male Cassin's Finch / Charles Gates (CC BY 2.0)

Male House Finch / Kevin Gill (CC BY 2.0) Male Cassin's Finch / Charles Gates (CC BY 2.0)
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Looking at the males of each 
species, the head of the House Finch 
has a brown cap and a broad reddish 
eyebrow. The cap of the Cassin’s Finch 
is crimson. House Finch has a bright 
red throat and breast with brown 
streaking on its pale flanks. Cassin’s 
male has a pale pink throat and breast 
and no streaks on its pale flanks.

Female House Finch has a plain 
brown face, and blurry stripes all over 

the underside. Cassin’s female have a 
slight eyering and spectacled look to 
the eye, a pale eyebrow, and sharper 
broken streaks below.

Other finches at your feeder right 
now will likely include Pine Siskin 
Spinus pinus and Lesser Goldfinch 
Spinus psaltria. These two are much 
smaller seed eating birds, and prefer 
thistle seed feeders.

Pine Siskin / CC BY-ND 2.0

Pine Siskin / Vijay Somalinga CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Lesser Goldfinch / Mick 
Thompson CC BY-NC 2.20

Female Cassin's Finch / Charles Gates (CC BY 2.0)Female House Finch / Eric Begin (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

Male Cassin's Finch / Maggie Smith CC BY-NC 2.0.jpg
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Crossword—A Moderately Challenging Puzzle
By Jeremy Paine
ACROSS
1. Agts.
5. Southeasternmost NM city
8. Some UNM degrees
11. Sky City pueblo
13. Former QB Manning
14. Apple assistant
15. Edible mushroom
16. Gov’t. property owner near Carson
17. Protective atmospheric layer
19. Domesticated carnivores (Felis catus)
21. Motel
23. Bad prefix?
24. Secondary railroad track
26. Hopping herbivore (Sylvilagus sp.)
30. Frequently-replaced joint
31. Ripped
32. Functional prefix
33. Single prefix
34. Cause (havoc)
36. Drillers’ org.
39. Perfect score in gymnastics
40. Artist Yoko
41. Belonging to that woman
44. Part of EU
46. Understand
48. Musical exercise
50. School address ending
51. Low power light source
54. Acceptable
55. ___-Tin-Tin (Old TV dog)
56. Hare (Lepus sp.)
60. Pollutant not found in Carson
61. “Long, long ___ …”
62. Type of whiskey
63. Hello? Hello? Hello?
65. Common gambling game
67. ___ Alamos
70. Rains really hard
73. Lascivious look
74. Backtalk
75. Like tools left outside, perhaps
76. About 112 degrees, on a compass
77. Foxy
78. Prepared a golf ball

DOWN
1. Ewe’s mate
2. Green prefix
3. Second largest North American rodent 

(Erethizon dorsatum)
4. Blur
5. A Bush
6. Everything
7. Ceiling
8. Show ___
9. Scent
10. Egyptian peninsula
12. PC key next to the space bar
14. Bono or Liston

18. 90 degree pipe fitting
20. Show contempt
22. Silent assent
24. Close
25. Turpentine source
27. Black and white snacks
28. Oolong, for one
29. Airport grp.
31. Only even prime
35. Uniform fabric
37. Potential hantavirus host 

(Peromyscus maniculatus)
38. Sound
42. Make very happy
43. King of Spain
45. Ladder component
47. Large deer (Cervus canadensis)
49. Corn core
52. Poor play in baseball
53. 24 hours and 37 minutes, on Mars
56. Vaccination
57. Flexible
58. They’re found under 25 Down
59. They jingle on sleighs
60. Yell
64. EMT’s procedure
66. Golly

68. Lubricant
69. Bond, for one
71. Numbered hwy.
72. Barrett of Pink Floyd

CCA Treasurer Jeremy Paine enjoys 
creating crossword puzzles as a hobby. His 
crosswords have appeared in The New York 
Times and The Rock River Times of Illinois.

Answers at carsonnm.org and in the next 
issue of Carson O Piñon. Below are answers 
to October’s crossword.

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32 33

34
🌶🌶

35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59 60

61 62

63 64

N U T C C A
H A V O C V E E P
A V A T A R F O R E S T

O N E E R O D E D I T T O
C O L U M B I N E E A R L
D I S H L A G S C A L

U N O E S S A Y S
R I M 🌶🌶 E P A

T A M A L E P A N
I D O N E S T E C H O
L O T S N O R T H R O A D
D R E W S E N O R A D V D
E N L I S T Y I P P E E

S L A Y O P E R A
L O X Y R S

1
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Carson O Piñon
Carson Community Association
PO Box 101, Carson NM 87517

Hand your donation to any board 
member or mail your check, 
payable to “CCA”, to the address 
above, or donate online at 
carsonnm.org/donate

Upcoming Spring Events in 2023
The dates for the following events have yet to be decided and will be posted on the 
Community Bulletin Board, CCA website, and email newsletter.

Carson Spring Community Sales
Come and meet your neighbors, bring your quality and unique items 
to sell, search for bargains, enjoy live music and food fresh from the 
grill. Do you have good quality surplus stuff in your home that's looking 
for a new home? This event is a great opportunity to find new owners for your 
stuff. Start sorting and collecting them now.

Carson Annual Firewise Day
To maintain our designation as a Firewise community, the Carson 
Firewise Committee arranges a Firewise Day each year to educate 
the community about the steps we, as property owners, can take to 
keep our properties and the whole community safe from the threat of wildfire.

https://carsonnm.org/donate

