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CCA President’s Report
By Art Wilbur

As spring and early summer divert us 
with many outdoor activities, your CCA 
Board has continued to work on two 
main projects, namely, to gain attention 
and action regarding the state of S 
Carson Road, and ideas for our new 
Carson Community Center. We will 
address Forest Road 556 once we have 
made some progress on S Carson Road. 
CCA also organized a spring event for 
the community and co-hosted the 
Annual Carson Firewise Day.

Spring Celebration
CCA was pleased to work with the 
Carson Cafe and Grocery and the 
Carson Volunteer Fire Department to 

hold a Spring Community Sales Event 
as a social and fundraiser for CCA on 
May 7 (photos above and below). 

As Carsonites know, spring tends to 
be a windy time. Around the time of the 
event, the winds were unusually strong 
and threatened to make an outdoor 
swap meet in the grounds of Carson 
Cafe difficult and unpleasant. We 
therefore worked with CVFD to make 
the Carson Fire Station available to 
vendors who preferred to display their 
wares in a more sheltered venue. That 
is where CCA set up its information 
table, as did a number of vendors. 
Carson Fire Chief and CCA Vice 
President Scott Freeman even took 

the trouble to string up pendants from 
the station to the fire engines to create 
a more festive atmosphere. Other 
vendors set up inside Carson Cafe or on 
the deck of the cafe. 

The event ran from 10am to 5pm 
and, throughout the day, people 
wandered between Carson Cafe and 
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L to R: Open mic live music on the Carson Cafe stage, nicely finished with many artistic details by cafe owner Craig Osen; 
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Carson Fire Station to check out the 
wares on sale, catch up with neighbors, 
grab some food hot off the grill, and 
enjoy the open mic live music provided 
by Green Oaks, Jubal, and others. The 
event was low-key and relaxed and 
was an opportunity to shake off the 
winter doldrums and get outdoors with 
neighbors.

S Carson Road
As I previously reported, we have had 
a series of face-to-face meetings with 
Taos County staff and our County 
Commissioner Darlene Vigil about S 
Carson Rd. Specifically, we sought to 
impress on them the issue of ingress 
and egress during an emergency. The 
main problems we face are in regard 
to both the surface conditions which 
make the road impassable at times, 
and the width which is problematic 
when an emergency vehicle comes 
face to face with an oncoming vehicle, 
especially a larger one such as an SUV 
or a pickup or UPS delivery truck. 

The County has made it clear that 
they will not adopt the road as a County 
Road though they will continue to 
maintain it. That means they will plough 
the road of snow, and periodically grade 
the surface. We can be grateful for that. 

We discussed options with the 
Taos County Director of Public Works 
Jason Silva and Commissioner Vigil for 
improving the very worst section of S 
Carson Road, the dogleg at the extreme 
south as it turns eastward. The road 
at this point is narrow, poorly surfaced 
and poorly drained. The County plans 
to contact the Forest Service to access 
the easement since this section of road 
is bounded by Forest Service land on 

both sides. Jason Silva suggested that 
the County might be able to help with 
the construction of turnarounds to 
improve the situation regarding two-
way traffic on the road. 

More recently, Louis Cardenas, 
the Taos County Road Foreman came 
out to Carson and met with CCA 
Vice President Scott Freeman where 
the access roads to the Brown and 
Dwyer residences join S Carson Road. 
Cardenas indicated that the County 
recognized that they have adopted 
4.1 miles of S Carson Road, from HWY 
567 to Brown and Dwyer. Taos County 
undertakes to maintain this section to 
an average width of 20 feet, trimming 
trees and limbs from the ground up as 
needed. The trimming will take place 
after the current fire season because of 
a lack of manpower. The County does 
not recognize S Carson Rd from Brown 
and Dwyer on back and will not improve 
that section unless it is officially 
adopted. The same is true for all of the 
side roads off S Carson Road.

While official turnouts will not be 
created due to a lack of budget and 
manpower, unofficial turnouts will be 
created. We as a community will need 
to maintain the turnouts which will very 
likely, in wet periods, become soft and 
unable to hold heavy loads. We will need 
to develop a good relationship with the 
maintenance crew. Overall, the County 
has kept their word and the road at the 
south end is now greatly improved. 

As yet we have not heard more from 
Jason Silva regarding the establishment 
of a trash transfer station in Carson, or 
the periodic short-term use of roll-on 
roll-off containers for trash removal 
from the community.

New Carson Community Center
CCA held a Special General Meeting on 
April 23 to vote on the purchase of an 
acre of land, adjacent to the existing 
CCA acre, for $3000. A secret ballot 
unanimously approved the purchase, 
the cost of which was covered by 
donations from three CCA board 
members. The Board presented a new 
version of the building on the two-acre 
site, and in a new orientation. 

The vision for the new community 
center, presented in the previous 
issue of Carson O Piñon, is focused on 
providing a community-owned venue 
where residents can gather for events, 
activities, and emergencies for which 
the current Quonset hut is inadequate. 
Potential uses were collected from 
members of the community over the 
last nine months and continue to 
come in. If you have any ideas and 
suggestions, please send them to cca@
carsonnm.org. CCA does not have 
the resources that would be required 
to oversee, secure, and maintain 
facilities such as showers, laundromat, 
and the distribution of potable water. 
Such facilities and services might be 
better undertaken by local business 
enterprises.

Moving forward, the next steps are: 
(1) Complete a new survey of the CCA’s 
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two-acre lot and register it as a new 
single lot in order to avoid development 
issues with setbacks along the current 
boundary between the two lots. We 
have found a surveyor who will do 
that. (2) Change the land use code 
from residential to institutional use, 
For this, Taos County requires a site 
plan stamped by a licensed engineer, 
a building plan stamped by a licensed 
architect, and a landscape plan. We 
have located a NM licensed architect 
for this. (3) We have located a local 
contractor who is qualified and willing 
to take on the Community Center. 
Taos County and grants we obtain 
will likely require a licensed general 
contractor for a public building project. 
As a team, CCA, an architect, and our 
contractor will develop cost estimates 
for the work to be done, as well as 
plans which we will share with the 
community for feedback. (4) Once we 
have some firm costs, board members 
will research federal, state, county, and 
private sources for grants, and review 
objectives and criteria for those that are 
a good match for CCA’s purposes. 

The Board has discussed how the 
new community center might function 
alongside Carson Cafe. We believe 
the kinds of activities and events that 
we envisage at the new community 
center's larger venue will complement 
and not compete with those at Carson 
Cafe. We hope the cafe will work 
with CCA to remain involved in jointly 
hosting major community events. We 
see the community center providing 
opportunities to the cafe to offer such 
services as catering and sourcing 
supplies. 

Annual Firewise Day
CCA co-hosted this event, together 
with Carson Volunteer Fire Department, 
on June 4. CCA provided free pizzas 
to the 17 attendees who showed up 
for presentations by Carson Fire Chief 
Scott Freeman and the Taos Soil and 
Water Conservation District Manager 
Peter Vigil, with input from Jamie 
Kingsbury, Forest Management Officer 
with Carson National Forest. See the full 
report on page 4.
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Annual Firewise Day
By Carson Firewise Committee
The 2022 Carson Firewise Day, held 
on June 4 at the Carson Fire Station, 
focused on two broad areas: how to 
reduce the risk of fire at our homes, 
and how to prepare for an emergency 
evacuation in the event of a fire. 
Carson Firewise Committee member 
Scott Freeman, who's also the Carson 
Fire Chief and CCA Vice President, 
spoke briefly on both topics. We are 
adding useful information from various 
authoritative sources to the Carson 
website carsonnm.org, and will just 
cover some key issues here.

Thinning to Reduce Fire Risk
If you have piñon trees around your 
house, one of the first things you 
can do is to thin the trees, trim the 
lower branches, and reduce brush 
piles. There is a link between tree 
density and the health and death of 
trees. Most piñon trees ultimately 
die because of a lack of water due to 
drought and too many trees competing 
for available water. Lack of water can 
cause death by hydraulic failure or 
carbon starvation. Hydraulic failure is a 
break in the water column between the 
roots and the leaves so the tree stops 
taking up water and does not have 
water for the many biological processes 
that need water. Carbon starvation 
occurs when the water needed for 
photosynthesis is absent, so the tree 
stops capturing the sun’s energy 
to produce sugars that provide the 
energy needed for many of the tree’s 
processes. Both hydraulic failure and 
carbon starvation make affected trees 
vulnerable to Ips bark beetle attacks. 
Beetle infestation and the blue fungus 
they introduce hasten the death of 
trees already dying from a lack of water.

Dead trees detract from the 
financial and aesthetic value of your 
property, and also provide fuel for fires. 
To keep your trees alive and healthy, 
it is essential to thin them and reduce 
competition for the little water available 

in the soil. The above table provides 
suggested distances between trees 
of different sizes. A mature piñon can 
send out roots 60 feet from the trunk, 
and many of those roots are within two 
feet of the surface, mopping up any rain 
that falls. Thinning your trees allows 
more rain to hit the ground and become 
available for the trees. 

Help for Thinning
At our event we were fortunate to have 
Peter Vigil, District Manager of Taos 
Soil and Water Conservation District 

(TSWCD), which provides technical and 
financial assistance to local landowners 
to develop defensible spaces around 
homes and structures located in the 
wildland / urban interface (WUI zone). 
Peter gave a brief history of Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts. It is one of 
the last surviving New Deal programs, 
signed into law in 1936 as a way to 
help private landowners manage their 
resources according to their values 
and beliefs. 

Peter Vigil stated that in tackling 
climate change, forests are the only 
tool that can take carbon out of the 
atmosphere in a big way, sequestering 
it in lumber. A former Taos TSWCD 
board member Tony Benson became 
interested in a cost-sharing program for 
owners to thin trees on their properties, 
starting with $20,000 funding in Taos 
Canyon. This program continues today 
and is free and available to landowners 
only as only they can authorize 
government to come on their properties.

Peter described the cost-sharing 
program for landscape work as part of 
its Forest Health Program, which also 
reduces fire risk. The TSWCD program 
involves a professional forester coming 
onto your land to advise how best to 
reduce fire risk and improve the health 
of the trees on your land. The forester 

SPACING FOR PIÑON TREES
Diameter at base 

(inches)
Spacing between 

trees (feet)
4 8–10
6 12–15
8 16–19

10 20–24
12 24–29
14 28–34
16 32–39
18 36–44
20 40–49
22 44–54
24 48–58

A piñon tree before and after trimming (Scott Freeman).

http://carsonnm.org
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will identify and mark your trees for 
removal and thinning, and provide 
prescriptions for work to be done. The 
landowner can then hire a contractor 
to thin trees and trim lower branches. 
The latter reduces the risk of fire 
spreading by jumping from burning 
lower limbs to adjacent tree crowns. 
You can also choose to do the work 
yourself. Peter can advise you on how 
to split the cost of the thinning work. 
It is important to do the thinning work 
between November and March since 
bark beetles are attracted to the smell 
of freshly cut piñon.

Owners can apply for cost-share 
funding during two periods: July 1–
December 31, January 1–June 30. 
After a forester inspects an applicant’s 
property and makes recommendations 
on the work that should be done, 
TSWCD ranks applications based on 
the prescriptions, community wildfire 
protection plans, and Firewise standing, 
and decides on who to award funds 
to and how much. The old 85/15 ratio 
was dropped because of skyrocketing 
costs during the pandemic, but most 
of the costs will be covered. Property 
owners have a year to get work 
done themselves or by recognized 
contractors or organizations such as 
the Rocky Mountain Youth Corps. The 
work will be inspected to ensure it’s up 
to standard before cost-share funds 
are released. If you have questions, you 
can call in at the TSWCD offices, 220 
Chamisa Rd, call (575) 751-0584, or 
visit www.tswcd.org.

We were also fortunate to have 
Jamie Kingsbury, Forest Management 
Officer with Carson National Forest, 
to comment on and answer questions 
about fire in Carson National Forest. 
Jamie indicated that there had been 
around six lightning-caused fires locally 
but the nature of the forest and the 
terrain made the fires easy to control, 
so just a few trees were destroyed.

It is important to remove all pine 
trees within 15 feet of your house. You 
can replace them with less flammable 
native deciduous species such as 
Serviceberry and New Mexico Locust 
(see page 6). You can encourage the 

growth of native plants and more plant 
diversity by removing the invasive Big 
Leaf Sagebrush Artemesia tridentata. 
Sagebrush leaves contain chemicals 
which prevent most other plant species 
from germinating.

Preparing For An Emergency
Every Firewise action we take to create 
a defensible space around our homes 
and ensure the fire truck has a way to 
get in and out of our properties makes 
it safer for our first responders and 
firemen. Make sure you are on the 
CVFD evacuation contact list. Those 
on the list will receive texts from the 
Carson Fire Chief warning of any 
approaching wildfire danger. 

In the event of a wildfire, please 
evacuate immediately when asked 
to do so—there is nothing you own 
worth your life! Remember the 4Ps for 
evacuation: people, pets, prescriptions, 
papers. Have an evacuation pack 
always at the ready that contains some 
core items that are refreshed from time 
to time, with a checklist to remind you 
what else to throw in if you receive a 
notice about a possible evacuation.

The Carson website has a link to a 
detailed Wildfire Evacuation Checklist. 
https://carsonnm.org/fire/firewise/
wildfire-evacuation-checklist/. We 
encourage you to make your own 
personalized checklist and familiarize 
yourself with it. Below are suggested 
steps and items for your checklist.

THINGS TO CONSIDER IN 
ADVANCE
1. Make sure your CVFD evacuation 

contact information is up to date.
2. Make sure the way to get in and out 

of your property is kept clear.
3. Familiarize yourself with the main 

or alternative evacuation routes to 
the marshaling area (in between the 
Carson Cafe and CVFD).

4. Have a plan with your family for 
whether some members will be 
evacuated in advance.

5. Have a plan for what you will do with 
your pets (eg put in a pet carrier or 
on leash) and livestock (eg move to 
an area where they can be easily 

loaded onto a trailer), and whether 
you can evacuate them in advance 
and where.

6. Check your vehicles to make sure 
they will start. If you do not have 
your own transport for yourself or 
your animals, let CVFD know.

7. Have a concise description of your 
location ready when calling 911.

DEFENSIBLE SPACES 
AROUND OUR HOMES
Up to 30 feet from your home, create 
fuel breaks with driveways, walkways/
paths, patios, and decks.
 » Remove ladder fuels (vegetation 

under trees) so a surface fire 
cannot reach the crowns.  Prune 
trees up to six to ten feet from the 
ground; for shorter trees do not 
exceed one-third of the overall 
tree height.

 » Space trees to have a minimum of 
eighteen feet between crowns with 
the distance increasing with the 
percentage of slope.

 » Tree placement should be planned 
to ensure the mature canopy is no 
closer than ten feet to the edge of 
the structure.

 » Tree and shrubs in this zone 
should be limited to small clusters 
of a few each to break up the 
continuity of the vegetation across 
the landscape.

Out to 200 feet, interrupt fire’s path 
and keep flames smaller and on the 
ground.
 » Dispose of heavy accumulations of 

ground litter/debris.
 » Remove dead plant and tree 

material.
 » Remove small conifers growing 

between mature trees.
 » Remove vegetation adjacent to 

storage sheds or other outbuildings 
within this area.

 » Trees 30 to 60 feet from the 
home should have at least 12 feet 
between canopy tops.

 » Trees 60 to 100 feet from the 
home should have at least 6 feet 
between the canopy tops.

http://www.tswcd.org
https://carsonnm.org/fire/firewise/wildfire-evacuation-checklist/
https://carsonnm.org/fire/firewise/wildfire-evacuation-checklist/
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8. Keep your cell phone and computer 
charged to receive emergency 
notifications.

9. Familiarize yourself with the steps 
you will take, IF there is time, to 
prepare your house for a wildfire 
before you evacuate.

BASIC EVACUATION PACK
1. Financial (bank, IRS, trust, 

investment, mortgage, insurance 
policy) and personal (birth 
certificates, social security cards, 
wills, medical records) documents;

2. Medications, prescription glasses.
3. Driver’s license, passport.
4. ATM, credit / debit cards, cash.
5. Printed or video inventory of home 

contents; photographs of house 
exterior and landscape

6. List of important contacts or 
address book.

7. Cell phone charger.
8. Computer backup files.
9. Irreplaceable items eg family 

heirlooms, photo albums.
10. Water and food for 1–2 days.
11. Personal toiletries and clothing for 

1–2 days.

PREPARING TO EVACUATE
1. Wear cotton or wool clothes, jacket, 

hat, boots, gloves (depending on 
season), and goggles; carry a scarf 
to cover your face.

2. Keep with you: cell phone, flashlight, 
portable radio tuned to a local radio 
station for updates.

3. Position your vehicle on your 
driveway facing out, with keys in 
ignition and windows rolled up.

4. Load your evacuation pack in the 
vehicle.

The CCA website has listed some 
suggested steps for preparing the 
interior and exterior of your house 
before you evacuate BUT ONLY IF 
you have enough time to safely 
implement these.

To provide CVFD with your wildfire 
evacuation contact information or to 
update your contact information, visit 
https://carsonnm.org/fire/cvfd/carson-
wildfire-evacuation-contact/.

New Mexico Locust
We are often encouraged to plant deciduous trees in place of Piñon Pine close 
to our houses to reduce fire risk. Due to our poor soils and extremes of climate, 
getting deciduous trees to grow for more than a few years can be a challenge. 
There are exceptions, however, and these tend to be native to our area. A robust 
example is New Mexico Locust Robinia neomexicana.

There are four variable species of Robinia locust that occur in the United 
States: Clammy Locust, Bristly Locust, Black Locust, and New Mexico Locust. 
Only the last two occur naturally in New Mexico; Black Locust is much more 
common in the east, and was probably spread westward by indigenous peoples. 
New Mexico Locust is the true native of the southwestern states.

Locusts are  legumes, in the bean and pea family. They fix nitrogen in the soil 
from the air, and do not need nitrogen enrichments to be added to the soil. New 
Mexico Locust is a delightful, small, spiny tree which grows well in the unamended 
alkaline soils of Carson. It thrives with irrigation in its early years, growing very 
quickly, and has interesting pinnate leaves which fold up in the evening. Beautiful 
hanging clusters of rose-pink flowers emerge shortly after the leaves and add 
wonderful color to the garden in late spring. 

New Mexico Locust grows to about 25 feet tall and can be just a shrub in the 
mountains. It sprouts from underground stems to form thickets, so is very useful in 
erosion control. It is commonly found as a colonizing species on recently burned 
forests but is later shaded out by the regrowing pines. It is commonly found on 
north facing slopes of canyons.

The Chiricahua (Tsokanende ) and Sehende (Mescalero) Apache people used 
to gather the pods for food, while the flowers, with their rich nectar loads, were 
considered a great delicacy.

It’s not so easy to find New Mexico Locust in a nursery or see it in the wild, but 
it is easy to grow from seed. Plants of the Southwest occasionally have seeds for 
sale. If you can obtain some, abrade the seed coat by rubbing between two pieces 
of fine sandpaper and soak overnight in hot water. By morning, your seeds will 
have expanded to three times their original size and are ready for planting in seed 
compost. Germination is rapid, within a few days in the warmth. Grow them in 
protected conditions in a deep pot before planting out in the summer.

New Mexico Locust (Viquee1 CC BY-NC-ND 2.0).

https://carsonnm.org/fire/cvfd/carson-wildfire-evacuation-contact/
https://carsonnm.org/fire/cvfd/carson-wildfire-evacuation-contact/
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Recruiting Owls in 
Carson
By Sharon Wilbur
Last summer my grandsons spotted a 
group of baby owls in a tree near our 
house. They were Western Screech 
Owls. I know this from looking at photos 
of owls. After reading the interesting 
article that Paul Green wrote in the 
last Carson O Piñon, “Listening for 
Owls in Carson”, I decided to try and 
recruit more owls. His rough guide for 
owl nest boxes gave directions with 
measurements for building a box and 
indicated where to place it.

I asked my son-in-law, Chuck, to 
make an owl house. He is a talented 
wood worker and designer of many 
things. Using some scrap wood, he had 
it made in one day. He brought it out 
when he came for a visit in April. With 
the help of a ladder, he was able to 
climb up and attach the house to a tall 
piñon tree. 

I expected it would be a while before 
any owl would discover the new house. 
I was very excited when I went to 
check about a week later to find an owl 
already in the house. It was a Western 
Screech Owl and it was enjoying the 
morning sun.

Since owls primarily eat small 
rodents, we are very happy to have them 
close by. We have noticed a decline in 
the number of mice and rats in our traps 
and there have not been any gophers 
in our yard. I would highly recommend 
adding owl houses to your trees.

WHAT I 

LOVE ABOUT 

POETRY

By Jeff Holland

What I love about poetry 
bought a couple of goats.

What I love about poetry 
reads at the dinner table, smudging 
the pages with butter.

What I love about poetry 
made me a home cooked meal, and 
wouldn’t let me pay for ingredients.

What I love about poetry 
went out of her way to see me.

What I love about poetry 
thought carefully and spoke slowly, 
but gets a parking ticket every 
other week.

What I love about poetry 
found the horizon and pedaled 
faster.

What I love about poetry 
ate ice cream naked on the couch.

What I love about poetry 
said some terrible things when he 
was drunk
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Goatsuckers Overhead and 
On The Road Ahead!
By Paul Green
Some time ago, during the evolution of 
Poco Loco to Carson Café, I got a call 
from Craig Osen to report that he and 
his car had been in a collision with a 
bird, and the bird was in bad shape. 
Would I take a look? He thought it was 
a hawk. 

Craig was both correct and 
incorrect. The bird was a Common 
Nighthawk, not a hawk but a species 
of nightjar, and one of the last migrant 
birds to arrive in Carson each year.   
Craig’s bird may have flown 5000 
miles to reach Carson. The Common 
Nighthawk is not a bird that you will 
see at your bird feeder or drinking from 
your bird bath. To see this bird, you’ll 
need to keep your eyes skyward and 
your ears open. Sometimes the bird will 
fly up in front of you on a road as you 
disturb it roosting there, as Craig most 
likely did. In fact, the main documented 
causes of death of these birds is from 
colliding with vehicles on highways, and 
from domestic cats that are allowed to 
roam wild.

When Is A Hawk Not A Hawk?
The Common Nighthawk has an 
appropriate scientific name: Chordeiles 
minor.  The genus name Chordeiles is 
from two Ancient Greek words: khoreia, 
"a dance with music", and deile, 
"evening”. The specific minor is Latin 
for “smaller”. That’s quite the delightful 
description, the small evening dancer. 
More on that later.

The common name is not so 
appropriate since the Common 
Nighthawk is a nightjar and not a hawk, 
and the most likely time to see or hear 
a Common Nighthawk is around dusk 
and dawn, not at night. However, you 
can sometimes see and hear them 
during the day. They are birds of the 
air: they feed on flying insects, and they 
do their courtship on the wing, and the 

only time they come to earth is to sleep 
(during the day and at night), to mate, 
to lay their eggs, and raise their young.

Nighthawks are members of the 
subfamily Chordeilinae within the 
Caprimulgidae family, or Goatsuckers, 
named after a belief that the bird 
sucked milk from goats. The name 
Caprimulgus is derived from the 
Latin capra / capri, “nanny goat”, and 
mulgere, “to milk”. The common name 
“nightjar”, first recorded in 1630, refers 
to the nocturnal habits of many species 
of nightjar, with the second part of the 
name deriving from the distinctive 
churring song of the European Nightjar.

The Chordeilinae subfamily, which 
comprise the nighthawks, are limited 
to the New World and are distinguished 
from the subfamily Caprimulginae, by 
the lack of rictal bristles. 

Identification
The Common Nighthawk is a medium-
sized nightjar, about 10 inches long, 
weighing about 3 oz, with cryptic 

plumage. It has a large, flattened 
head with large eyes and, while it has 
a small bill, it has an oddly enormous 
mouth. Many flycatching species 
have bristles around their mouth 
called rictal bristles, thought to aid 
in insect capture, but nighthawks 
characteristically lack them. The 
Common Nighthawk has long, slender 
wings which at rest extend slightly 
beyond a notched tail. In flight you’ll 
see a white patch across the primary 
feathers of the wings and pronounced 
barring on the abdomen and sides.

We have other nightjars in Carson. 
The one you will hear most often is the 
Common Poorwill, and more rarely the 
Mexican Whip-poor-will and Lesser 
Nighthawk. 

The Common Nighthawk is widely 
distributed across North America 
during the summer, the highest 
densities being found in southern 
New Mexico. Carson is host to higher 
densities of these birds than most 
areas of North America. First birds are 

Common Nighthawk roosting  along a branch (Bob Devlin CC BY-NC-ND 2.0).
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reported locally during May, though 
they are only here in numbers from 
June onward. The first Common 
Nighthawk I heard in Carson this year 
was on June 7 at around 5am, barely 
audible above the pre-dawn chorus of 
crickets.

Common Nighthawks spend their 
winter in southern South America, 
including Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina, so 
may travel more than 5000  miles, one 
of North America’s longer migrations. 
The northbound journey commences at 
the end of February and the birds reach 
their destinations as late as mid-June. 
The southbound migration commences 
mid-July and reaches a close in early 
October. The birds may make this 
return journey many times: the oldest 
bird known from banding recovery data 
is nine years.

Behavior
It is the behavior of the birds that 
will draw your interest. They exhibit 
an erratic almost bat like flight (one 
colloquial name is Bullbat), a graceful, 
continuous flapping with sporadic 
periods of gliding as they pursue 
insects on the wing, hence the “small 
evening dancer” which is the direct 
translation of its scientific name.

If you have a bright outdoor light, 
you may see these birds as they come 
to hunt the insects attracted to the light 
at dusk or dawn. As they fly in the open 
sky, they emit a loud, nasal peent or 
beer call that is repeated often. Then 
there are the spectacular booming 
courtship dives that the males make 
as they pursue females on the wing. 
During the breeding season, the male 
makes this booming sound by flexing 
his wings while diving at females, 
causing air to rush through his primary 
feathers, creating the sound.

Males may feed at heights up to 
600 feet above ground, descending in 
large circles until encountering insects. 
They reach speeds of about 35 mph, 
and make the familiar peent or beer 
call when they are 150 to 50 feet above 
ground. While Common Nighthawks are 
generally not active during heavy rain 

and wind or cold temperatures below 
around 40 degrees, they are noticeably 
very active after a storm. 

Like those other birds that stay 
aloft for much of the time, the swifts, 
nighthawks have small, weak legs, so 
they don’t do much walking.

Common Nighthawks begin to feed 
around 30 minutes before sunset until 
around an hour after sunset, then in 
the morning they take off about an hour 
before sunrise and feed until about 15 
minutes after sunrise.

For the remaining hours of the 
day, females sit on the nest and males 
usually roost near the nest. Males 
often rest on gravel roads at night, so 
be careful as you drive on a summer’s 
evening. These birds sleep by sitting 
along the branch of a tree (see photo on 
page 8), and not across it as most birds 
do, and they are very well camouflaged 
in such a position. You may sometimes 
flush one if you are walking among the 
trees during the day. They have also 
been seen roosting on fence posts, on 
the ground, or the flat gravel roof of 
a building.

Territorial
Common Nighthawks are generally 
solitary and territorial during the 
breeding period, so you’ll usually only 
see or hear one or two birds at a time 
during the summer. As they feed, they 
may range over an area of up to 600 
acres in rural locations, 250 acres 
on average, or as little as 25 acres in 
urban areas.

The nighthawks migrate in 
large, loose flocks numbering in the 
thousands. As aerial insectivores, the 
migrants will feed en route. So, in the 
fall, as birds are moving through on 
their way back to South America, there 
may be many birds in the air above you 
feeding and calling. 

During migration the nighthawks 
are seen most commonly in the late 
afternoon and into the evening, with 
a burst of sunset feeding activities. 
During migration the birds may fly 
closer to the ground than normal; 
possibly foraging for insects. 

We may become used to hearing 
these birds, and then suddenly realize 
they are gone until the following spring.

One Thing On Their Minds
Common Nighthawks are with us, in 
Carson and across North America, 
to breed and take advantage of 
sometimes abundant aerial insects. 

Courting and mate selection is 
partly carried out in flight, with males 
diving and “booming” at females 
located in the air or on the ground. 
Mating takes place on the ground.

The nighthawks don’t build nests; 
the female lays her two eggs right 
on the ground where she is well 
camouflaged. Common Nighthawks 
are known for breeding on flat gravel 
roofs in urban areas; they avoid metal 
and rubberized roofs that are becoming 
more common. The eggs are laid one 
to two days apart, and hatch after 
around 18 days of incubation by the 
female. Common Nighthawk nestlings 
hatch with some down feathers and 
are capable of some movement. They 
are called “semi-precocial” meaning 
they are on the spectrum between the 
helpless songbird nestlings (altricial) Common Nighthaw (Tom Benson CC BY-NC-ND 2.0).
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and the precocial young of birds like 
chickens that can walk immediately 
after hatching. The young of Common 
Nighthawks will move in response to 
the female’s call during the first day 
after hatching.

Both males and females feed 
regurgitated insects to their young, 
and the male also feeds the female 
on the nest, though the female does 
leave her eggs or young on the ground 
unattended when she takes an evening 
feeding flight. 

Young make their first flight at 
around 18 days after hatching, and 
within a week can fly well and feed 
themselves, reaching independence at 
around 6 weeks after hatching. 

Common Nighthhawk populations 
seem to be in decline, probably 
because of decreases in insect 
availability due to indiscriminate use 
of insecticides, loss of habitat, and 
droughts in certain areas. 

Nonpredatory Interspecific 
Interactions
Bats actively chase nighthawks from 
feeding areas. Common Nighthawks 
are often displaced from desert areas 
or areas of poor prey availability 
by Lesser Nighthawks. Bats and 
Lesser Nighthawks are smaller and 
more maneuverable than Common 
Nighthawks, which perhaps give them 
an advantage in direct confrontations.

Common Nighthawk (Kenneth Cole Schneider CC BY-NC-ND 2.0).

Common Nighthawk eggs at a nest site (Kenneth Cole Schneider CC BY-NC-ND 2.0).

Walipini, Natural Building, and Planting Workshops
Date: 9am–3pm, July 5–16, Monday to Saturday 
Venue: Veterans Offgrid, 50 FR 600, Carson, NM 87517. 
Instructors: Earth and Sun Sustainable Builders and Not 
Forgotten Outreach Farmers, providing a hands-on learning 
experience using earth bag building techniques
Cost: $333 complete, or $33 per day. Full scholarships are 
available for students, veterans, farmers, and builders thanks to 
the LANL Foundation. For information regarding scholarships, 
the course, and to register email veteransoffgrid@gmail.com
A Walipini is a semi-underground greenhouse that provides 
year-round growing opportunities. In this workshop you will 
learn how to plan, build, and plant an offgrid walipini. The 
course includes a full set of walipini construction plans.

Ryan Timmermans veteransoffgrid@gmail.com Walipini (Aerin Aichi CC BY 2.0)
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TREES FOR SALE 
Many of these are shade trees, providing shade for us 
while maintaining moisture in the soil and controlling 
erosion. 

 ÍBurr Oak Quercus macrocarpa—native to New 
Mexico and a hybrid of another native, 

 ÍBurgamble Quercus gambelii—producing acorns 
early in life providing wildlife forage. 

 ÍBig Tooth Maple Acer grandidentatum—another 
native of New Mexico, beautiful fall foliage. 

 Í Little Leaf Linden Tilia cordata—a favorite of the 
honeybee. 

 Í American White Ash Fraxinus americana—
moderately fast growth rate, turns a 
beautiful purple in fall. 

 Í Serviceberry Amelanchier alnifolia —
native of North America, often seen 
along the hiking trails of Northern 
New Mexico. Another flashy fall 
fashion show! Native Americans made 
a pemmican, the fruit of the serviceberry, 
like a blueberry, mixed with fat to provide 
sustenance when traveling. 

Pricing is wholesale for Carson residents, and I like to 
assist you in planting for there are dos and don’ts. Come 
see and select your own. 

Contact Peter Allen 505 795 3298, or 
petermarcusallen@gmail.com 

CHIPPING SERVICE
Bring a pickup load of branches and limbs and return 
with a pickup of wood chips. $25 for full pickup, 
prorated for less. Contact Peter Allen 505 795 3298, or 
petermarcusallen@gmail.com 

LANDSCAPING AND 
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT 
Peter Allen has a very versatile piece of equipment. It is 
a “Dingo” manufactured by Toro. It is specifically used as 
a landscape tool and is able to get around tight spaces 
being only 34 inches wide. It has three sizes of augers, 
a trencher, bucket, forklift and ground leveler. You can 
hire Peter and his Dingo for $75 an hour to provide 

services that include trenching, ditching, post-
setting, hole-digging, earth-moving and grading, 
and much more. No charge for mobilization. 

HigH Desert trees, llc
 it’s the journey not the destination

Peter Allen
 grower

PO Box 111
Carson, NM 87517
505.795.3298
petermarcusallen@gmail.com
www.highdesertbeesandtrees.com so below

so belowas above

Serviceberry

ADVERTISEMENT
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Land Acknowledgement
By Celinda Reynolds Kaelin
The community of Carson, New 
Mexico, occupies the ancestral lands 
of the Aztec-Tanoan speaking people. 
This includes the Kiowa-Tanoan Family 
of Tiwa and Tewa speaking Pueblo 
people, and the Uto-Aztecan Family 
of Ute and Comanche. These people 
were followed in the 1300 and 1400s 
by Athabaskan speakers, such as 
Apache and Navajo.

PICURIS AND TAOS PUEBLOS. 
Carson’s forests drew these early 
people with their highly valued crops 
of delicious piñon nuts. These forests 
are conveniently located just west of 
the ancient Puebloan river ford at the 
junction of the Rio Pueblo and the Rio 
Grande. For almost two thousand years, 
people from Picuris and Taos Pueblo 
hunted and gathered in the area. 
Thousands of petroglyphs, such as this 
bird at Vista Verde (above right), testify 

to their presence. In addition, residents 
of Carson have found numerous manos 
and metates, large obsidian blanks, and 
flakes from projectile production. 

UTE NATION. Uto-Aztecan 
speaking people entered the southwest 
around 500 AD. Historic records of 
the Ute Nation show that northern 
New Mexico constituted the southern 
boundary of their nation, as shown on 

this map (below) from The Southern 
Utes: A Tribal History [Jefferson, 
Delaney, Thompson, 1972, p6.)

COMANCHE NATION. Spanish 
records, such as the map in American 
Indians of the Pikes Peak Region 
[Kaelin, 2008, p77] show that a band 
of the Comanche Nation split from 
the Ute Nation after an altercation at 
Abiquiu around 1703. 
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In addition to the Pueblo rock 
art at nearby Vista Verde, there are 
hundreds of Comanche petroglyphs 
documenting their presence in the 
area from around this same time 
frame. Maps of the Carson region also 
show place names such as Canada 
de Los Comanches, Comanche 
Peak, and Comanche Canyon 
Rd. Also, numerous Uto-Aztecan 
Culturally Modified Trees (https://
www. academia.edu/42009929/UTE_
CULTURALLY_SCARRED_TREES) 
can still be found throughout the 
Carson region.

APACHE AND NAVAJO 
NATIONS. Finally, nearby Pilar 
(just east of Carson) was formerly 
the Apacheria called Cineguilla, 
testifying to the Athabaskan 
presence in the area.

Celinda Reynolds Kaelin is a poet, 
lecturer, ethnohistorian, and author of 
six books including Journey Song: A 
Spritual Legacy of the American Indian 
(Four Directions 1998), American 
Indians of the Pikes Peak Region 
(Arcadia 2008), and Ute Legends 
(Caxton Press 2017). Celinda has 
dedicated her life to the healing of the 
Sacred Hoop and follows the Lakota 
spiritual traditions as a Pipe Carrier 
and Sun Dancer. She has completed 
fifteen Sun Dances with the Lakota, 
and is proud to be an adopted member 
of both the Lakota Nation and the 
Ute Nation. Her family has owned 
property in Carson since the early 
1970s. She enjoys visiting and finding 
traces of the people who were here 
before us. Celinda lives in Taos with her 
husband Harold.

KING CROW

By Jeff Holland

stapled to the rafters

attacking the plaster 

affixed to the lath

the prisoner scribbles

lost histories

of the golden age

in every cell the spiraling laughter

the wind carries the call

of king crow

king crow waits in the clearing

king crow at the end of the path

the old world you find so endearing

when you’ve drunk 

up the carved glass carafe

and in your frightened hours

connect to the time long ago

when every fox was a baron

bowing low to old king crow

Will Salisbury’s 3 Crows (Richard Margolis CC BY 4.0)

https://www.academia.edu/42009929/UTE_CULTURALLY_SCARRED_TREES
https://www.academia.edu/42009929/UTE_CULTURALLY_SCARRED_TREES
https://www.academia.edu/42009929/UTE_CULTURALLY_SCARRED_TREES
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Starlink: A New Internet Option 
for Carson
Compiled from various sources 

Some weeks ago, Scott Stephens woke 
at 4am and saw something strange 
in the dark sky. It looked like a string 
of about 60 lights, moving along in a 
straight line at a fairly steady pace. 
Scott watched, fascinated, until it 
disappeared from view. It turned out 
to be the launching of a set of small, 
low altitude satellites by Elon Musk’s 
Starlink project. Starlink aims to bring 
high speed internet to communities in 
out of the way places. That includes 
Carson and many here applaud the 
arrival of Starlink.

Carson has had satellite internet 
service in the shape of HughesNet and 
Viasat (formerly Exede) for a long time. 
However, the speeds offered have been 
slow and data caps can make them 
even slower. Unfortunately, Carsonites 
who do not live close enough to a power 
line to avail themselves of the super-
fast Kit Carson fiber optic connection, 
or within sight of the TaosNet wireless 
internet service transmitter in Taos, 
have been stuck with HughesNet 
and Viasat.

That has changed with the arrival 
of Starlink in Carson this year. Jeremy 
Paine and Scott Freeman, among 
others in our community, recently 
signed up and give glowing reports. 
What’s to like? First the speed: Jeremy 
has been getting about 100mbps 

download from his Starlink connection, 
whereas HughesNet was giving him 25 
mbps at best. Viasat claims 12mbps 
for its service. Then there’s the data 
cap which has gone. Once you have 
downloaded 15gb in a month on 
HughesNet, or 35gb with Viasat, your 
speed drops to around 1–3mbps until 
your next billing cycle begins. Even 

the once “free period” between 2am 
and 8am is now limited to 50gb with 
Hughes. Starlink avoids all of that.

The biggest boon for Starlink 
users is the ability to stream movies 
and other content, and talk via Zoom 
and Facetime with no problems. The 
major selling points for Jeremy were 
the absence of data caps or time-of-

A set of low-orbit satellites being launched (Bernard Rouelle CC BY-NC-ND 2.0).

The Starlink constellation, phase 1, first orbital shell: 72 orbits with 22 satellites each, 
totaling 1584 satellites at 550 km altitude (Lamid58 CC BY-SA 4.0). Between February 

2018 and 2022, SpaceX successfully launched 2,091 satellites into orbit.
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use metering that made HughesNet 
frustrating for him, and the speed, 
which allows glitch-free streaming and 
Zoom calls with family, any time of 
day. Plus his house looks much nicer 
without the HughesNet dish.

What about the cost? Purchase 
of the equipment is $700, including 
shipping (HughesNet = $350 plus $100 
installation). Then the monthly fee is 
$110, which compares with $75 for 
HughesNet, $100 for Viasat, and $65 
for Kit Carson fiber optic internet.

The equipment arrived for Jeremy 
two days after he ordered it, in an easily 

carried 2x2x3' box. The dish is quite 
small and light, measuring 20x12x3", 
and with a flat rather than concave 
top. It is a phased array (several dishes 
combined) so it’s not constantly 
“hunting” for a satellite. A novel feature 
is that the antenna has two motors 
which automatically aim the dish to 
the best azimuth and elevation, which 
in our area is somewhat to the north. 
It also includes a thermostatically 
controlled heater to melt snow. 

The connecting cable has a large, 
weatherproof, proprietary plug with 
an awkward right angle so Jeremy 

needed to drill a 1.5” hole through his 
wall to snake it through. The package 
includes a temporary mount, which 
he found substantial enough to mount 
permanently on his roof. A variety of 
other mounts, poles, etc, are available 
at additional cost. 

The modem/router is relatively 
unobtrusive, measuring 10x7x2", and 
is wireless only. If you need to use an 
Ethernet cable, an additional device is 
available, at additional cost. Likewise, if 
you need to extend your WiFi coverage, 
additional devices are available, at 
additional cost.

For a professional review, see 
https://www.satelliteinternet.com/
providers/starlink/ 

Between Starlink and its 
competitors, including OneWeb and 
Telesat, tens of thousands of low earth 
orbit (550 km) satellites are being 
launched over the next few years. While 
this is a boon for communities in more 
remote areas, the proliferation of these 
satellites is posing an array of issues 
for astronomers and others including 
astronauts en route to the International 
Space Station. Those issues are beyond 
the scope of this article but see for 
example https://earthsky.org/space/
astronomers-report-effect-of-satellite-
constellations-astronomy/ and https://
news.satnews.com/2021/04/27/
avoiding-low-earth-orbit-collisions-the-
clock-is-ticking/, and below.

L to R: A Starlink dish and modem / router (Jeremy Paine).

Please Support CCA With a Donation
The CCA relies entirely upon donations 
to support our activities and work on 
behalf of the Carson community. You 
can mail your check, made payable 
to “CCA” to PO Box 101, Carson, NM 
87517, or pass your check to any 
board member. If you are reading 
this online you can donate online by 
clicking the orange button below. All 
donations are tax deductible.

If you receive a printed and 
mailed copy of Carson O Piñon please 
remember that the cost to the CCA 
is around $10 per issue for printing 

and mailing, and we appreciate your 
donation to help cover these costs. 

Please thank our advertisers, Craig 
Osen of Carson Cafe & Grocery, and 
Peter Allen, for their help offsetting the 
cost of this issue of Carson O Piñon.

Right: The 2021 Carson Fall Festival organized 
by the CCA board was a great success by 
several measures including: number of 

participants, fun that was had, number of 
people with booths, amount of food sold 

and eaten, number of prizes solicited and 
distributed, and funds raised for the CCA. 

https://donorbox.org/carson-community-association
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Carson Cafe
BREAKFAST
Café Breakfast / 7.00

Your Choice: Plate, Bowl, or Burrito!
2 Eggs Your Way, Hashbrowns, Beans, 
Green Chili, Cheese, Mild Green or 
Red Chili
*Add Bacon, Sausage, or Ham or 
Mixed Veggies for 2.00

Breakfast Sando / 5.00
1 Egg Scrambled, with Cheese, on a 
Toasted English Muffin
*Add Bacon, Sausage, Ham 1.00
*Add Lettice & Tomato 1.00

Avocado Toast / 4.00
Open face English Muffin topped with 
Butter, Avocado, Nutritional Yeast

Bagel with Cream Cheese / 2.75
Bagel with Butter and Jelly / 2.50

*(Ruby K Bagel add 1.00)

SANDWICHES
The Italian / 9.00

Salami, Ham, Pepperoni, Provolone, 
Topped with Lettuce, Onion, Tomato, 
Olives & Oil and Vinegar on a Hoagie 
Roll

The NYC / 8.00
Lox, Cream Cheese, Red Onion, 
Tomato, Capers on a Bagel

The BLT / 7.00
3 Slices Bacon, Lettuce, Tomato, 
Mayo on Toasted Dave’s Bread

PIZZA
Cheese / 17.00

17” Pie, Homemade Pizza Sauce or 
Pesto

Supreme / 23.00
Pepperoni, Sausage, Red Onion, 
Black Olive, Green Chili, Mushroom

Carnivore / 24.00
Pepperoni, Sausage, Ham, Bacon

Veggie / 22.00
Spinach, Tomato, Mushroom, Red 
Onion, Bell Pepper, Black Olive

DESSERTS
Pie 3.50, Homemade Pie 5.00

*A La Mode, add 1.50

Muffins, Cookies, Brownies, Fresh 
Baked Goods. Ask!

SMOOTHIES 6.00
Choice of two:

Blueberry, Banana, Avocado, Nutella, 
Almond Butter, Peanut Butter

Choice of one:
Yogurt, Milk, O.J., Apple Juice

CHILL AT YOUR LOCAL CAFE THROUGH THE SIZZLING SUMMER MONTHS!

DRINKS
Taos Roasters Coffee / 2.00/2.50

Hot or Cold! To Go 2.50 Here 2.00

Chocolate Whiz & Driz / 4.00
Hot or Cold Chocolate Milk, with 
Whip Cream and Chocolate Syrup. 
Try it Dirty!

Beer / 3.00–5.00
Lagunitas, Sierra Nevada, Social 
Hour, Fat Tire, Odell Brewing IPA, 
Modelo, Corona, Guinness, Marbles 
Cerveza, Shiner Bock, Pilsner 
Urquell, Blue Moon, Pabst, Tecate 

Wine / 4.00–6.00
Small or Large White or Red

Mimosa / 7.00
Champagne & O.J

Kyoto Cooler / 8.00
Saki, Orange Juice, Pineapple, 
Ginger
*Virgin 6.00

SPECIAL SUMMER EVENTS:KARAOKE FRIDAYS 6–10
SWAP MEET & OPEN MIC SUNDAYS 9–4

OUR HOURS ARE:
SUNDAY 9-4
MONDAY–THURSDAY 8–6FRIDAYS 9–10pm

SATURDAY 8–6
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Letter to Carson O Piñon
Taos County Imposes Unposted Restrictions on Dumping of 
Household Trash at Transfer Stations

According to the Taos County website, 
if you pay your $120 a year to Taos 
County Solid Waste Administration 
the fee entitles the responsible party 
access to Taos County Transfer 
Stations or the Town of Taos Regional 
Landfill to dispose of household trash.

This access was denied to a couple 
of fee-paying Carson residents on 22 
June of this year. They were informed 
by the attendant at the Ojo Caliente 
Transfer Station that they had too 
much trash and would have to take 
it to the Taos landfill, about 38 miles 
away. The attendant was unable to 
tell them how much they could dump, 
only that they had “too much”.  She 
explained that there were not enough 
drivers to take the trash away and so 
she had to restrict the amount of trash 
people could dump. On being asked 
where this information was posted, the 
attendant said she did not know. In 
fact, it isn’t posted anywhere.

Being unable to dump their 
household trash was especially 
inconvenient to our Carson residents 
who were on their way to pick up 
materials from Espanola and needed 
an empty trailer. So they had no 
choice but to drive to the Taos landfill.

Upon arrival at the landfill, they 
were told to drive to the top of the hill 
and dump their household trash in 
the actual landfill site just feet away 

from machinery burying trash. Our 
Carson residents emptied their trash 
in pouring rain and deep stinking mud 
(photo below). Their experience raises 
a few questions. 

First, what is the limit on the 
household trash that fee-paying 
permit holders can dump at Ojo 
Caliente transfer station at one time?

Second, where is that information 
posted? It’s not on the website and 
was not included in the renewal notice 
sent to fee payers during the week of 
June 20. If Taos County has an issue 
with driver shortages, shouldn’t we 
know about that? How many other 
people have driven many miles to a 
transfer station only to be told they 
have to go to Taos?

Third, what is the legality of 
restricting a service to a member of 
the public who has paid Taos County 
for the service? 

Finally, what about liability issues 
arising from directing members of the 
public to leave their trash within feet of 
machinery burying the trash?

These questions were posed to 
Commissioner Vigil and Taos County 
Solid Waste staff. Commissioner 
Vigil has stated that she will work 
with Taos County staff to review the 
issues raised, and on improving 
communications.

CARSON CAFE

NEWS
IT’S SUMMERTIIIIIIME 
AND THE PIZZA IS 
CHEEEEEESY…
With the warmer weather, Carson Cafe 
is moving the fun outside! Craig has 
finished most of the work on the new 
stage, and it’s a beaut. You may have 
seen it in action for the CCA Spring 
Event, when local faves Green Oaks, 
rocked the varnish off the deckboards, 
with opener Genessee, a recent hire 
to the cafe. These acts performed 
wonderfully despite occasional bursts 
of 40 mile per hour wind. 

We’ve restarted the popular 
SUNDAY SWAP MEET. Bring your 
wares to sell, some kind of table or 
a blanket to display, and make it a 
day. If you’re so inclined, you may 
want an instrument, because it is also 
OPEN MIC! As usual, we’ll be running 
the grill, cooking up bratwurst, hot 
dogs and hamburgers with all the 
fixings. No charge to attend or to set 
up shop.

FRIDAY NIGHT KARAOKE 
continues to be a crowd favorite. 
Even if you’re not a singer, come 
on down for the pizza, and free live 
entertainment. Carson has talent! 
Runs from 6 to 10 pm.

So drop in to the Carson Cafe for all 
your tasty treats, and summer fun.

SPECIAL SUMMER EVENTS:
KARAOKE FRIDAYS 6–10
SWAP MEET & OPEN MIC 
SUNDAYS 9–4

 OUR HOURS ARE:
SUNDAY 9-4
MONDAY–THURSDAY 8–6
FRIDAYS 9–10pm
SATURDAY 8–6

Taos County landfill.
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Calling Carson’s Artists
By Traci McCall

Are you an artist, whether experienced, 
new, or would-be? Would you like to be 
part of a supportive group that meets 
to draw, paint, or just create something 
beautiful?

My name is Traci McCall and I 
am an artist. My main medium is 
watercolor, but I also enjoy oil and 
drawing. I have been in several galleries 
in Palm Springs. You can see a few of 
my paintings on this page. 

Since recently moving to New 
Mexico and the pandemic, I have 
been laying low but I feel like it’s 
time to get back out there and into 
my creative happy place. I thought a 
great way to do so would be to start 
a painting group. So I’m calling all 
Carson’s artists—come and meet new 
friends, share ideas, and encourage 
creativity.

All levels, beginning to advance, and 
all mediums and subjects, are welcome. 
The meeting place will be the Carson 
Fire Station. The cost is free. Tables and 
chairs will be supplied. Bring your own 
supplies and whatever you are working 
on or start a new project. There will be 
no teacher; we will help each other. A 
time will be set based on what is most 
convenient for participants. Please 
contact me either by text or phone at 
951.660.7833 if you’re interested.

Do you have a hobby or activity you'd 
like to share with neighbors in Carson? 
Perhaps you'd like to meet up with 
others to hike the trails around the Rio 
Grande; practise yoga or taichi; discuss 
sci-fi or cli-fi books, movies, or writing; 
cook your way through a cookbook or 
cuisine; try out new knitting patterns. 
Put a call out in Carson O Piñon—send 
your request to cca@carsonnm.org.
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Crossword—A Moderately Challenging Puzzle
By Jeremy Paine
ACROSS
1. Pre-CIA intelligence agency
4.  “The ___ of Aquarius,” song featured in 

48 Across
7. Ojo Caliente Resort, for one
10. Opposing (prefix)
11. ___ in the blank
13.  Used to have
14. Medieval stringed instruments
15. U-Haul rentals
17. “___ Days a Week” (Beatles song)
18. Highest point
19. Cherry or Walnut, for example
20. Silly mistakes, or those who make them
23. Mesopotamia, today
27. With 41 Across, local gathering spot
29. Mama who says “baa baa”
30. Nebraska river
31. Requirement for clarinet or oboe
32. Baxter Black, cowboy ___
33. Great enthusiasm
35. Hearts do it
37. Sincere and dignified, like 56 Down
40. carsonnm.___
41. See 27 Across
45. ___ Code (575, maybe)
47. Event at Taos County Sheriff’s Posse 

Arena
48. 1967 “Tribal Love-Rock” Broadway 

musical
49. The Rio Grande’s ___ is 27% of normal 

in the gorge, as of 6/12/22
51. Provides an autograph
52. It pressurizes a car’s gas line
56. Exercised one’s civic duty
57. First lady?
58. Catch
59. Smell
60. Tibetan ox
61. Bit of evidence for a CSI
62. Existed

DOWN
1. Without delay
2. Editor’s note to ignore an edit
3. Bro’s sib
4. Toward the stern
5. Long-necked mammal
6. Go by, on a stopwatch
7. That woman
8. ___ for the course
9. They help pay for this publication
10. Heavy-duty drill bit
12. Bit of disinformation
14. Italian unit of currency, before the euro
16. 61, in ancient Rome
17. And so on (abbr.)

20. No-see-um
21. It’s after Sept.
22. It might be before meal or milk
24. Rod’s companion, to an angler
25. Astonishment
26. Last letters of a logical proof
28. Bullring cheer
31. Road connecting Cottam and Salazar
32. Summon over a PA system
33. Freezing point in degrees Celsius
34. Highly expressive rock music genre
35. ___ constrictor
36. Make a mistake
37. Sculpture with a carrot nose
38. Strange
39. Next size up from Med
41. Approximately
42. Awaiting with enthusiasm
43. Citrus peel
44. What candles on a cake represent 

(abbr.)
46. ___-CIO (labor union association)
50. Analog vinyl discs
51. Pop, in some parts of the country
52. Tina, of SNL
53. School founded by Thomas Jefferson

54. It’s a mouse!
55. Org. where 8 down is significant
56. “I do” is a common one

CCA Treasurer Jeremy Paine enjoys 
creating crossword puzzles as a hobby. His 
crosswords have appeared in The New York 
Times and The Rock River Times of Illinois. .

Answers at carsonnm.org and in the next 
issue of Carson O Piñon. Below are answers 
to April’s crossword.
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Carson O Piñon
Carson Community Association
PO Box 101, Carson NM 87517

Hand your donation to any board 
member or mail your check, 
payable to “CCA”, to the address 
above, or donate online at 
carsonnm.org/donate

CCA’s Legal Boundaries
Carson Community Association is a 
non-profit organization, and its work 
and geographic reach are defined 
by its Bylaws. The CCA boundaries 
are registered with Taos County 
Courthouse. Below is an approximate 
map of the coverage area (demarcated 
by a red boundary). If you have owned 
property or lived within that area for 

six months, you are a member of the 
CCA. Areas such as Three Peaks are 
not within the CCA area. However, CCA 
welcomes neighboring communities to 
use or attend programs initiated, run, or 
sponsored by CCA such as the Carson 
Volunteer Fire Department (which has 
its own clearly defined service area) 
and the Carson Food Bank.

Carson Post Office

Carson Estates (Three Peaks)

SAVE THE DATE!
CCA Annual 
General Meeting
Saturday July 30, 10am–Noon,
Carson Fire Station
Please come along to a vote on 
Bylaw revisions, help organize our 
Fall Festival, and receive a report on 
the current CCA Board’s first year 
in office among other items. We will 
provide more details as the date 
approaches.

https://carsonnm.org/donate

