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CCA News Roundup
By CCA Board of Directors

The CCA Board of Directors went 
into action on a number of fronts 
immediately after their election on 
Sunday August 29, 2021. Below are 
brief reports provided by various board 
members.

Carson Fall Festival
Faced with a little more than a month 
to organize a major event, the new 
CCA Board was forced to hit the 
ground running. To give us a little 
more time to put on a great festival, 
we decided to hold it a week later than 
originally scheduled, on October 10. 
An enthusiastic response to a call for 
volunteers allowed me to assemble 
a wonderful team who helped with: 
soliciting a large number of great raffle 
prizes; selling raffle tickets; distributing 
publicity materials; organizing various 
activities; setting up and taking down 
on the day; and much more. The 
weather forecast looked very uncertain 
for the day of the event and the board 
made contingency plans. Thankfully, 
the rain and snow we feared held off 
and the sun came out in the afternoon. 

Turnout far exceeded our expectations 
and we raised more money than any 
previous festival. Festival goers clearly 
had a good time, whether enjoying or 
dancing to the live music; catching 
up with neighbors over food from the 
BBQ grills or Carson Cafe; waiting with 
eager anticipation for raffle drawings; 
watching the kids’ infectious joy at 
taking part in the sack race, pumpkin 
carving, and face painting; browsing 
exhibits; or trying their hand at archery, 
darts, or horseshoes. I’ve been working 
with the CCA Board on a planning 
manual to streamline the organization 
of future festivals. We’re buzzing with 
ideas for more fun activities next year 
and look forward to seeing you then. 
Read a full report of the 2021 Fall Fest 
at the CCA website.

Vonnie Zepeda, CCA Director at Large, 
Fall Festival Organizing Manager

Road Improvement Campaigns
One of my priorites as CCA President 
is getting S Carson Road and FR 556 
improved to allow good access for 
firefighting trucks and rapid exit of the 

community during a wildfire. To this 
end, I have engaged and continue to 
engage with officials from various local, 
state, and government entitites. I was 
informed by Taos County Public Works 
Director Jason Silva that S Carson Rd 
is legally not a county road. It has to 
be officially given the status of county 
road by the County Commissioners 
before any serious improvement work 
can be undertaken. I invited County 
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The Green Oaks band provided lively 
festival entertainment that had people 

tapping their feet and dancing.

The CCA booth at the 2021 Carson 
Fall Festival was a hub for raffle and 

activity ticket sales and sign-ups.

There were some fun activities for the 
kids at the festival: sack race, pumpkin 

carving, and face painting.

https://carsonnm.org
https://carsonnm.org/fall-fest-21-report/
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Commissioners Darlene Virgil (District 
IV; Taos County) and AnJanette Bush 
(District III) to meet with me, Vice 
President and CVFD Fire Chief Scott 
Freeman, and CCA Secretary Paul 
Green, at Carson Cafe on October 
13, 2021, to review the problems 
around S Carson Rd. We then drove 
the commissioners all the way down 
S Carson Rd in a fire truck so that 
they could personally experience 
the seriousness of the issues. The 
commissioners were sympathetic to our 
request but emphasized that the main 
constraint is a limited budget. Efforts 
by the Firewise Committee to engage 
the State Forestry Department on 
improvements to FR556 have also met 
with encouraging but non-committal 
noises. I am not discouraged by this 
and I have worked with the Firewise 
Committee to draft letters aimed at 
officials higher up the chain including 
the Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, the 
State Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham 
and the State Fire Marshall. My fellow 
board and Firewise members will 
continue knocking on doors until we get 
a satisfactory outcome.

Art Wilbur, CCA President

Fire Evacuation Plan
I am fortunate to hold three positions 
(CCA Vice President, CVFD Fire Chief, 
and Firewise Committee Member) that 
allow me to advance the objectives that 
most concern me—how to keep the 
Carson community safe in the event 
of a wildfire or other emergency, and 
how to engage the community to work 
together in the event of an emergency. 
I have been working closely with the 
CCA and Firewise Committee to build 
an evacuation list for Carson. To date, 
we have about 160 people on the 
list, with about 45 who have provided 
complete information. I have produced 
a draft Carson Fire Evacuation Plan 
(posted on the CCA website) and 
encourage Carson residents to take a 
look at it. If you haven’t signed up for 
the evacuation list, I urge you to do so 
as soon as possible. We plan to hold 
a fire drill with residents who have 
provided complete evacuation details 
during 2022, before the start of the 
wildfire season. I hope you will be part 
of that exercise. Your responses during 
the drill will allow me to refine the fire 
evacuation plan.

Scott Freeman, CCA Vice President 
and CVFD Fire Chief

Carson Community Center
A project near to my heart is to 
establish a new community center to 
replace the Quonset hut at its current 
location, with a much improved road 
to reach it. A new center would give 
CCA a more spacious all-season and 
comfortable venue for meetings and 
events. A number of residents have 
also indicated to me that they would 
welcome a properly insulated building 
with some basic amenities where 
they can comfortably gather for the 
Food Bank and Clothing Boutique as 
well as activities such as book club 
meetings, yoga or taichi classes, arts 
and crafts activities, and more. As a 
first step, I invited Taos County Planning 
Department Director Ed Vigil and 
Senior Planner Andy Jones,  to meet 
with me, CCA Treasurer Jeremy Paine, 
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Driving the County Commissioners down  
S Carson Rd to show them the 

poor condition of the road.

County Commissioners AnJanette Bush 
(left) and Darlene Vigil, with Art Wilbur 

and Scott Freeman (right).

Meeting with Taos County Planners 
to discuss requirements to consider 

for a new community building. 

Carson O Piñon ad rates
Full page 7.5x10” .......................$50
Half page 7.5x5” ........................$30
Vertical one-third page 2.3x10” ..$20
Square one-third page 4.9x4.75” $20
One-sixth page 2.3x4.75” ..........$10
Contact cca@carsonnm.org
Ad revenue supports the work of 
CCA and we thank all advertisers.

CCA News Roundup continued…
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CCA Secretary Paul Green, and Director 
at Large Rob Hughes, on September 
29, 2021, at Carson Cafe, where we 
discussed what CCA wanted and what 
requirements would have to be met. We 
then walked the site and the officials 
provided some useful advice. We have 
sought and will continue to seek a 
follow-up meeting. Meanwhile, we have 
taken the first steps in fulfilling various 
prerequisites to apply for federal 
grants. We are also seeking meetings 
with contractors to obtain estimates 
and suggestions on what is feasible to 
guide us in our grant applications. We 
continue to welcome your input.

Art Wilbur, CCA President

Thanksgiving Feast
At the end of October, the board 
decided to host a Thanksgiving Feast 
for the community on November 14, at 
2 pm, in the Carson Fire Station. CCA 
President Art Wilbur felt that, given 
the number of older residents who live 
on their own, many of whom would 
not be able to celebrate the holiday 
with family, organizing such a feast 
would be a good way to build a sense 
of community. Art and his wife Sharon 
did much of the legwork for the event, 
including purchasing and spending a 
few days cooking two 20-lb turkeys, 
stuffing, gravy, and sides, as well as 
purchasing supplies such as plates, 
napkins, and flatware. Board directors 
and volunteers arrived at 11 am on the 
day to help set up, clean, and decorate 
four long rows of tables and chairs, 
and the serving tables. As with the Fall 
Festival, the turnout was beyond our 

expectations, exceeding 60 people. A 
number of attendees contributed food 
such as cranberry sauce, chips, root 
vegetable casserole, vegan shepherd’s 
pie, stuffed pumpkin, and assorted 
desserts. Art and Sharon, with the help 
of volunteer Vicky Lindsay, served up 
the main course and trimmings to a 
long but fast-moving line of people. 
There was a convivial mood, and much 
conversation and banter could be 
heard as neighbors caught up with one 
another. As the feast drew to a close, 
Art called attendees to attention for a 
CCA general meeting. He gave a short 
report on actions taken in relation to 
the road improvement campaigns 
and new community center, and 
took questions from members. He 
then invited the CCA Treasurer and 
Secretary to give very brief reports on 
their areas of activity. The feast and 
meeting closed at 4.30 pm. Several 
volunteers stayed behind and made 
quick work of clearing away the tables 
and chairs. 

CCA Board of Directors

Communications Updates
Since being elected, the new CCA Board 
has sent 23 emails to the community to 
keep them updated on CCA actitivites 
and actions. We have also begun using 
the CCA website carsonnm.org as a 
depository for much of the information 
we share. We successfully applied for 
free hosting of the website, offered to 
non-profits by the provider. As of mid 
December, the website has had 1,895 
visitors who viewed an average of ten 
pages each. A volunteer provided pro 

bono services to redesign O Piñon and 
has committed to producing it as a 
quaterly newsletter. This is the second 
issue published by the new CCA Board. 
Apart from setting up and maintaining 
regular communication channels with 
the community, I have worked closely 
with CCA President Art Wilbur, CCA 
Vice President Scott Freeman, and 
Firewise Chair Peter Allen to draft 
letters to various government agencies 
in the continuing CCA campaigns to 
get S Carson Rd and FR 556 improved. 
Reviewing and crafting applications 
for grants for which CCA might be 
eligible is going to be important in 
supporting CCA’s priorities and projects. 
A suggestion from well-connected 
volunteer Anita Lovely led me to apply, 
successfully, for a $500 grant from Taos 
Community Foundation to underwrite 
the 2021 Fall Festival. I have applied for 
and received a DUNS number needed 
for government grant applications, and 
also applied for a System for Award 
Management SAM ID number, and 
look forward to getting into a cycle of 
applying for grants.

Paul Green, CCA Secretary

Financial Report
When the new board took office on 
August 29, 2020, CCA had a balance 
of $3,750.88 in our bank account. The 
balance as at December 12, 2021 is 
$7,248.24.

During this period, CCA received 
donations totaling $1,772 (through 
ten checks and a number of cash 
donations). 

The 2021 Carson Fall Festival netted 
$2,505.39, from a gross income of 
$3,844 less $1,309.28 expenses. This 
is the highest recorded income for our 
Fall Festival. CCA also received a $500 
grant for the festival from the Taos 
Community Foundation.

In addition, CCA is holding $2,000 
in a restricted fund solely for the use of 
Carson Volunteer Fire Department. This 
amount represents the balance of a 
$4,000 donation made to CVFD.

Jeremy Paine, CCA Treasurer

CCA News Roundup continued…

The Thanksgiving Feast, held on November 
14 at the Carson Fire Station, was 
attended by more than 60 people.

CCA President Art Wilbur (right) and his 
wife Sharon and volunteer Vicky Lindsay (in 

blue hat) served turkey and trimmings.
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Hiking The Slide Trail
Rio Grande del Norte National Monument
By Elisabeth Maier
The Slide Trail is part of the Orilla Verde 
(Green Ribbon) trail system in Rio 
Grande del Norte National Monument. 
Carsonites can easily access the trail 
by driving down to the Taos Junction 
Bridge, and then turning left into the 
Rio Pueblo Campground. After the 
fee station ($3 for day use if you don’t 
have a NPS annual or lifetime pass), 
continue left to the trailhead. 

The hike is moderately strenous, 
starting near the confluence of the Rio 
Pueblo and Rio Grande at 6,100 ft and 
gaining 700 ft in elevation; it is uphill 
much of the 1.3 miles to the top. The 
best time to hike the trail is between 
September and May. In summer, there 
is little shade, so protect yourself from 
the sun and carry water. In winter, the 
trail may be in shade much of the day 
and can be very cold and icy as snow 
lingers here. Dogs are allowed but 
must be kept on leash and owners are 
expected to clean up after their pets.

The trail is narrow in parts and 
crosses a few springs and arroyos, and 
some sections may be overgrown with 
sage, willow, and grasses. Vegetation is 
more varied than in the Piñon-Juniper 
habitats around Carson. Bighorn Sheep, 
Elk, Black Bear, Mountain Lion, and 
Bobcat are among the wildlife reported 
in the area but sightings are unusual. 
The gorge is also a migratory pathway 
for birds, and you may see raptors such 
as Golden and Bald Eagles. Towering 
geological formations on each side of 
the canyon provide spectacular views 

along the hike. At the top, you get 
breathtaking views to the river far below 
though, sadly, historical litter and graffiti 
mar the natural beauty of the area. If you 
suffer a fear of heights, some sections of 
the trail may induce vertigo. 

The Slide Trail was part of the old 
New Mexico State Road 570 built 
in 1915 by Taos County to provide 
access to the old Denver & Río Grande 
Railroad (see The Chili Line, page 6) 
at Taos Junction. While the route 
was originally used by horse-and-
wagon teamsters to transport goods 
to and from Taos to the Chili Line, it 
soon became a regular thoroughfare 
for north-south travelers. Later, the 
prevalence of automobiles led to a 
decline in its use. 

However, it continued to be used 
regularly by locals as a shortcut 
between Taos and Carson or Ojo 
Caliente, and to get to wood-harvesting 
areas. Old timers recall driving with 
their families from Taos, over the Taos 
Junction Bridge, to the nearby Carson 
National Forest to collect wood. The 
drive back up the narrow rim-hugging 
gravel road with a pick-up truck full of 

wood was particularly nerve-wracking. 
They tell stories of inexperienced 
drivers freezing in fright on meeting 
an oncoming vehicle, and a more 
experienced driver having to take over 
the wheel and back up to the nearest  
passing area.

In 1993, a rock slide brought down 
more than 57,000 pounds of basalt 
rock onto the road. This led to the 
closure of Old 570 and its conversion 
into a hiking trail, improved and 
managed by the BLM.

Thank You For Your Support
CCA thanks the advertisers in this 
issue of Carson O Piñon. By purchasing 
advertising space, advertisers help 
offset the costs of printing and mailing 
our community newsletter. CCA also 
welcomes donations that underwrite 
operating costs, which are mainly for 
printing and mailing, and the costs of 
organizing community events, such as 
the Thanksgiving Feast. Please send 
your donation, checks made payable 
to CCA,  to CCA, PO Box 101, Carson, 
NM 87517-0101. Thank you for your 
support.

View of the Rio Pueblo from the Slide Trail.
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Engaging and Giving
Hafiz Worthy of a Harley Davidson’s 
Saddlebag
By Daniel Ladinsky 
Hafiz, the great Persian poet, lived in the 14th century. For some 30 years I have 
been doing renderings of his (to me) astounding range of work. I have four Hafiz 
books with Penguin Random House and am the cowboy most bringing the name 
Hafiz to the world this century, and even probably last.

About five minutes before I heard from Paul Green, for the very first time .... I know 
of. I was literally just reading a short Hafiz poem in my book titled: A Year With Hafiz, 
that has a poem for every day. And I don’t often read poems there; but in reading 
it I thought: My gosh, this little poem is really a knockout, I would like to share it 
with others. And now: ZAMBOO, I am. And this is the unedited version of the poem 
before my sweet editor at Penguin gave the two words in bold the cane. So here is 
the Harley version.

The Season Existence
I like the way you blush God,
the season spring,

the season summer, the season
fall, the hour of winter,

and that magnificent season —
existence.

And I love the way you blush 
my Lord, when our butts are 
near.

—Hafiz

Well, not sure that could really make the cut on a Harley Davidson’s saddlebag.
But this might, which is good to know for the Holiday season, and at probably
most any critical juncture. It is a quote in that same wild and wonderful book.

Love kicks the ass of time and space.

—Hafiz and Danny   .... trying to make the world a better place for all the 
munchkins.

A big hug to all, and indeed ... good holidays,
Daniel Ladinsky  .... a Carsonite. Got some land in Carson.

Daniel Ladinsky is a poet and renderer of mystical poetry. His books include The Gift, 
The Subject Tonight Is Love, I Heard God Laughing, A Year with Hafiz, Love Poems 
from God, The Purity of Desire, and Darling, I Love You, all published by Penguin. 
The BBC invited Daniel Ladinsky to write about Hafiz in 2017; you can read his essay 
“The mystical poet who can help you lead a better life” at BBC.com/culture. 

Lean Back
By Jeff Holland

Lean back on infinity

But don’t fall into the void.

Or get mean when you realize

You’re not an average humanoid.

Death breathes upon your shoulder.

Wrath talks behind your back.

Paranoia stalks the halls.

Fear holds you over the crack.

But we don’t have to go there

It’s not our actual job.

We don’t have to be obsessed

With the latest thingamabob.

It’s best to keep it simple

And try to clean our rooms

And say the finer things

To our friends who eat mushrooms.

For you can take it seriously

Or you can take it light.

You can do your pushups

And prepare for the next fight.

But we change so very quickly

The ground is shifting fast.

The only guarantee we have

This shit will never last.

So lean back on Infinity

That way you’ll be employed

By the secret forces

Who battle with the Void.

First image of a black hole / Event Horizon 
Telescope Collaborative

https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20170109-the-mystical-poet-who-can-help-you-lead-a-better-life
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The Chili Line
By Maurice Palinski
General William J. Palmer arrived in 
Colorado after the Civil War with a 
dream to build an empire and a railroad 
stretching from Denver to Mexico City. 
Denver & Rio Grande Railway (D&RG, 
which later evolved into Denver & 
Western Rio Grande Railroad, D&WRG) 
incorporated on October 27, 1870, and 
began construction on July 28, 1871. 

After several setbacks, including the 
financial “Panic” of 1873 and warfare 
with Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway 
over Raton Pass (a prize ultimately 
claimed by AT&SF), D&RG completed 
a line to Alamosa in July 1878, and 
then to Espanola on December 30, 
1880. Corporate ingenuity by a group of 
independent businessman, who formed 

the Texas, Santa Fe & Northern Railroad, 
allowed the branch to Santa Fe to be 
finished on January 8, 1887. The line 
was renamed the Santa Fe Southern 
on January 4, 1889. After financial 
difficulties led to bankruptcy, it was 
acquired by D&RG, renamed the Rio 
Grande & Santa Fe Railroad, and merged 
into its parent on August 1, 1908. 

Minnie by Willard E. Baker
The following vignette was found in 
the June 1973 Dispatcher Magazine, 
a publication of the American Train 
Dispatchers Association and reprinted 
in Chili Line, The Narrow Rail Trail To 
Santa Fe by John A. Gjevre.
Many years ago I was assigned to the 
agency at Taos Junction, NM which is 
located on the “Old Chili Line” branch 
of the Denver and Rio Grande Western. 
The entire branch was isolated and Taos 
Junction was the most isolated of all. The 
morning I was to leave Alamosa on the 
once a day mixed train I stopped at the 
butcher shop to purchase a few supplies 
to take with me. While waiting in line I 
happened to notice the engineer buying 
a soup bone. Now it had to be just so 
long, not too big around and it especially 
had to have a bit of meat on it.

After he went out, I remarked to 
the butcher that our friend was awfully 
particular about buying a fifteen cent 
soup bone. The butcher laughed and 
replied, “that bone was for Minnie.” The 
butcher told me that if I were going to Taos 
Junction I would find out who Minnie was.

After the train pulled out, I sat down 
on the right side so I could keep an eye on 
the engineer. We passed through about 
three stations and nothing happened. 
There being one more station before Taos 
Junction, I commenced to think Minnie 
was some character at that village. As the 
train stopped at Servilletta to put out a 
single bag of mail, I noticed the engineer 
climb down from his cab and walk over 
to a little spotted dog sitting very still 
with her two paws up in the air. He very 

carefully placed the package with the 
bone in it by the string and on the other 
side of the mouth, hung a rolled up and 
tied newspaper. After patting her on the 
head he turned around, walked back and 
climbed aboard his engine. The little dog 
very daintily walked across the road to 
deliver the paper to his homestead master 
and then to eat her bone. This was my first 
introduction to Minnie.

Later I learned that Minnie had 
been sitting there with her paws in the 
air for over ten years, everyday except 
Sunday. She was just a little dog of 
unknown pedigree , but what attracted 
the trainman to her was the little old 
lady face, her dainty actions and the fact 
that she never barked. Most everyone 
between Alamosa and Santa Fe knew 
about Minnie and she made the wire 
service on two different occasions.

In the old days, trainmen often 
brought papers and magazines to the 
homesteaders and toys for the children 
along the line. This kindness was the 
highlight of an otherwise drab day. 
Before radios were in general use, the 
newspapers and magazines thrown the 
homesteader were often his only contact 
with the outside world. Of all the dogs 
along the “Chili Line” that met the train 
each day, Minnie was by far the most 
popular. She was too small and dainty 
to catch the paper and so it was always 
delivered to her.

Minnie had a son who someone 
named “Mr. Potts”. Mr. Potts wanted 
desperately to follow Minnie whenever 
she met the train, but this she would never 

allow him to do. Instead, he had to be 
content to stand on the porch and wag his 
tail while Minnie attended to her duties.

One day the train pulled into my 
station and I immediately sensed 
something was wrong because the usual 
laughter and storytelling was missing. The 
homesteader had met the train with Mr. 
Potts and told the boys that Minnie, then 
nearing the age of fourteen, was full of 
rheumatics and was going blind and was 
unable to meet the train. Mr. Potts would 
have to take her place. The engineer 
handed Mr. Potts the paper but not the 
bone. Instead he walked over to the porch 
and delivered the bone to Minnie.

Almost a year later the train pulled 
into Taos Junction and there was hardly 
a dry eye on the little train. Minnie had 
passed away the night before and had 
been buried just a few feet from the spot 
where she had waited for her bone and 
paper so many years. It was not long 
before a little wooden cross with “Minnie” 
carved on it along with a white picket 
fence appeared around the grave. No 
one knew who built the fence and no 
one inquired. It just seemed natural for 
the marker and picket fence to be there. 
Flowers would appear on the little grave 
at least once a week, but I never heard 
Minnie’s name mentioned again.

Mr. Potts was young and excitable. 
When he saw train smoke in the 
distance he would start running around 
in a circle and when the whistle blew for 
the station, his speed would increase. 
He would always get his bone, but it 
never again seemed the same…
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The line between Antonito and 
Santa Fe became known officially 
as the Santa Fe Branch although it 
was soon nicknamed the “Chili Line”. 
Suggested origins for this nickname 
include: (1) the long clusters of drying 
red chiles hung on adobe buildings 
along the route; (2) the chile ordered by 
patrons during lunch stops which led to 
the conductor calling out “chile stop”; 
(3) the chili peppers grown by farmers 
along the line that formed a significant 
part of the freight.

The D&RG and others were 
interested in connecting Taos to 
its system. However, when surveys 
indicated that a connection to Taos was 
not feasible, an existing station 20 miles 
away was restyled Taos Junction in 1915. 

The branch was an important lifeline 
for remote areas. The mixed train that 
ran the 125-mile line served primarily 
as a carrier for livestock, lumber, mail, 
passengers, and useful merchandise 
to Anglo homesteaders and Pueblo 
natives. It also brought potable water 
from Antonito and San Antonio Creek for 
sale to drought-stricken communities 
at 25c for a 50-gal barrel. Ladies would 
bring out laundry wash tubs and get hot 
water from the engineers. Brakemen 
delivered newspapers to women and 
kids, most or whom did not have money 
to buy them and never traveled more 
than a few miles from home. 

While General Palmer’s dream of a 
line to Mexico City was never realized, 
the D&WRG spawned much lore. 
Operations were often characterized 
as adventurous. TIME magazine 
(September 15, 1941) described how 
“the branch which twisted up the sides 
of the Rio Grande canyon, skirted 
precipices 1,000 feet above the river, 
labored across the sagebrush acres 
of the sun-drenched plateau, climbed 
9,000 feet in the air, and finally shot 
down into whitewashed Antonito, lived 
on to nurture some fabulous tales: of 
how they had to hinge the engine’s boiler 
in the middle to get it around the curves; 
of how the conductor in the caboose 
bummed chewing tobacco from the 

engineer in his cab as the little train 
coiled back on itself on hairpin turns; 
of how buffalo charged the pint-sized 
engines ; of how the train rolled down 
the mountain so fast it reached Antonito 
ahead of the sound of its whistle”.

The Chili Line has drawn a lot of 
interest from enthusiasts and historians 
over the years due to its narrow-gauge 
operations. Genernal Palmer had 
reasoned that 3-ft narrow-gauge tracks 
would be the only practical means of 
scaling the Rockies. It was the first 3-ft 
narrow-gauge railroad in the nation. 
It was also the first north-south line in 
the nation, in contrast to the east-west 
orientation of other major western 
railroads. The northern end of the line 
to Tres Piedras ran for 61 years from 
1881. Ultimately, the decision to leave 
most of the route narrow-gauge hurt 
additional interchange traffic potential 
with the Santa Fe. Business on the 
line dwindled with competition from 

buses and trucks. Permission was 
granted by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to D&WRG to abandon 
the line in 1941. After the line closed, 
the D&WRG proposed reusing some of 
the infrastructure for the Burma Road 
railway in embattled Southeast Asia. 
Most of the engines and iron rails were 
sent to Alaska for the war effort.

References
Gjevre, John A. 1971. Chili Line: The 
Narrow Rail Trail to Santa Fe (2nd ed). 
Espanola: Rio Grande Sun Press.
https://www.american-rails.com/
chili.html
http://content.time.com/time/
subscriber/article/0,33009,766037,00.
html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chili_Line

Does anyone know where the Servilletta 
station was? MP

The Chili Line continued…

1881 Map showing the Chili Line branch of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad System.
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TREES FOR SALE 
Many of these are shade trees, providing shade for us 
while maintaining moisture in the soil and controlling 
erosion. 

 ÍBurr Oak Quercus macrocarpa—native to New 
Mexico and a hybrid of another native, 

 ÍBurgamble Quercus gambelii—producing acorns 
early in life providing wildlife forage. 

 ÍBig Tooth Maple Acer grandidentatum—another 
native of New Mexico, beautiful fall foliage. 

 Í Little Leaf Linden Tilia cordata—a favorite of the 
honeybee. 

 Í American White Ash Fraxinus americana—
moderately fast growth rate, turns a 
beautiful purple in fall. 

 Í Serviceberry Amelanchier alnifolia —
native of North America, often seen 
along the hiking trails of Northern 
New Mexico. Another flashy fall 
fashion show! Native Americans made 
a pemmican, the fruit of the serviceberry, 
like a blueberry, mixed with fat to provide 
sustenance when traveling. 

Pricing is wholesale for Carson residents, and I like to 
assist you in planting for there are dos and don’ts. Come 
see and select your own. 

Contact Peter Allen 505 795 3298, or 
petermarcusallen@gmail.com 

CHIPPING SERVICE
Bring a pickup load of branches and limbs and return 
with a pickup of wood chips. $25 for full pickup, 
prorated for less. Contact Peter Allen 505 795 3298, or 
petermarcusallen@gmail.com 

LANDSCAPING AND 
CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT 
Peter Allen has a very versatile piece of equipment. It is 
a “Dingo” manufactured by Toro. It is specifically used as 
a landscape tool and is able to get around tight spaces 
being only 34 inches wide. It has three sizes of augers, 
a trencher, bucket, forklift and ground leveler. You can 
hire Peter and his Dingo for $75 an hour to provide 

services that include trenching, ditching, post-
setting, hole-digging, earth-moving and grading, 
and much more. No charge for mobilization. 

HigH Desert trees, llc
 it’s the journey not the destination

Peter Allen
 grower

PO Box 111
Carson, NM 87517
505.795.3298
petermarcusallen@gmail.com
www.highdesertbeesandtrees.com so below

so belowas above

Serviceberry

ADVERTISEMENT
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Bird ID: Townsend’s Solitaire
By Paul Green

Walking among the Carson pinyon 
pine trees on a bright sunny day in 
early spring, when days are increasing 
in length, you may hear a sound not 
unlike the squeak of a slowly turning 
bicycle wheel in need of oil. Repeating 
every few seconds, this is the single 
repeated-note call of the Townsend’s 
Solitaire, a small, gray, elegant thrush. 
The call is high-pitched, clear, ringing, 
and usually loud.

It’s easy to overlook this bird in your 
yard, but if you scan in the direction of 
the call, you may see a medium-sized 
bird perched quite vertically atop a 
tree. The birds fiercely defend their 
winter feeding territories from all other 
individuals, hence its “solitaire” name. 

The bird itself is a slim, long-tailed 
thrush, a smooth gray in color and 
texture, with a narrow white eye-ring. 
It has white outer tail feathers, obvious 
in flight, just like the Dark-eyed Juncos 
that you probably see by your house 
in winter. It has a short, wide bill. You 
can imagine the solitaire as a dull, 
long-tailed bluebird, to which it is quite 
closely related. 

The wing markings are intricate: 
a buffy patch on the upper wing, and 

buffy bars in each flight feather, while 
the underside of the wing has a broad, 
buffy bar. Birds vary greatly in the 
brightness of the buffy color on the 
upper wing, and some birds can be 
described as “bright” individuals from 
the brightness of the folded wing of the 
perching bird. The birds shown on this 
page are dull individuals.

If you maintain a watering station 
for birds you may sometimes see more 
than one solitaire, birds that may be 
away from their feeding territories 
coming for a drink. During dry 
periods in the fall, our water baths are 
inundated with American Robins and 
Townsend’s Solitaires at first light.

You may confuse the Townsend’s 
Solitaire with a Northern Mockingbird, 
which we see occasionally in Carson. 
Both have buffy wing patches that 
are evident in flight. A Northern 
Mockingbird perches more horizontally, 
has a stouter bill, does not have the 
white eye-ring of the solitaire, and is 
related to thrashers and shrikes.

Most Townsend’s Solitaires breed 
upslope from Carson, living in montane 
coniferous forest up to and above tree 
line, feeding on insects and nesting 

on the ground. Most return here in fall 
after breeding at higher elevations, 
and some birds may visit from further 
north. Birds may remain on their 
wintering grounds into May and return 
by the end of August. Like the winter 
flocks of American Robins, Townsend’s 
Solitaires feed on the abundant fleshy 
female cones (“berries”) of junipers 
that can be found around our homes in 
the wooded parts of Carson.

Apart from the distinctive repeated 
call note mentioned in the introduction, 
you may be fortunate enough to hear 
the song of the Townsend’s Solitaire 
which is complex, often prolonged, and 
consists of rapid, clear, warbled notes.

The first bird of record was collected 
by John Kirk Townsend along the 
lower Willamette River, Oregon, in 
1835. John James Audubon honored 
Townsend in naming and describing 
the species from this one individual in 
1838. Its scientific name is Myadestes 
townsendi.The origins of the word 
Myadestes are obscure.

Townsend’s Solitaires are outside 
your door now if you live among the 
trees. Take a look and see if you can 
observe them.

Townsend’s Solitaire (left: Deborah Freeman, Creative Commons License CC BY-SA 2.0; right: Tom Koerner, USFWS)
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The Scream
By Sharon Wilbur
One dark evening, while quietly reading 
a book, I heard the most terrifying 
scream. It was not just a single scream, 
but a series of shrill screams. I thought 
the dogs would surely check out what 
the source was, but they were hiding in 
their dog houses. I took the flashlight to 
see if I could find where the suffering 
sound came from. All I could see was 
a bushy tail on a small animal. This 
nighttime screaming went on for 

months during the Summer and Fall. 
After capturing the animal on a wildlife 
camera at our compost pile, I found it 
was a fox. 

I believe it is a Gray Fox Urocyon 
cinereoargenteus because of the black 
tip on the tail and the medial black 
stripe down the top of the tail. 

Gray Foxes can be found from 
Southern Canada to northern 
Venezuela, excluding the northwestern 
US. They tend to stay away from urban 
areas, preferring a more secluded 
habitat. 

Gray Fox is adapted to climb trees. 
Its strong, hooked claws allow It to 
scramble up trees to escape predators, 
such as dogs or coyotes. The Gray Fox 
is primarily nocturnal and makes its 
den in hollow trees, stumps, or burrows. 

Since woodrats, cotton rats, and 
mice make up a large part of the Gray 
Fox’s diet, they serve as important 
dictators of small rodent populations. 
They are considered omnivores; 
therefore, they eat a wide variety of 
foods. Small mammals, eggs, fruit, 
birds, insects, nuts, berries, and lizards 
are some of their food choices. 

What is all the screaming 
about? Foxes scream and bark to 
communicate with each other. This 
becomes more common during mating 
season, which is at its peak in January. 
The most common reason that foxes 
scream is to attract a mate or defend 
their territories. This unsettling sound 
they use to communicate is not a 
sign of danger for humans, even if it 
can be frightening to hear. If you do 
come across a fox approaching you at 
night, rest assured they are less likely 
to attack, especially if you give them 
space to escape.

If you would like to share any wildlife 
sightings that might be of interest to 
fellow Carsonites, email an account 
along with any photos to cca@
carsonnm.org.

Foxes in the US
Four species of foxes occur in the US. 
Gray Fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus 
is found in all four deserts of the 
American Southwest and beyond. 
The other three species of foxes are 
Red Fox Vulpes fulva, Kit Fox Vulpes 
macrotis, and Swift Fox Vulpes velox. 
Each is about half the size of Gray 
Fox. Kit Fox also occurs in all four 
southwestern deserts while Swift Fox 
is not generally found in any desert 
environments. Red Fox has the largest 
range in North America but occurs only 
in the Chihuahuan Desert of eastern 
New Mexico. 

Gray Fox / Jerry Oldenettel 
Creative Commons License CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

Gray Fox / Jerry Oldenettel
Creative Commons License CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

Kit Fox / Seth Topham, BLM

Kit Fox / Caroline Woods, BLM
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Carson Meet Yourself
In the second of a column featuring profiles of Carson residents, 
Deborah Perrin writes about Maurice Palinski, who worked for 
22 years as a costumer for TV shows and movies in Hollywood.

Maurice Palinski feels lucky that 
opportunities came fortuitously 
throughout his life, and that many good 
people taught and guided him. He grew 
up in Pittsburgh, and graduated with 
a BFA in Theater from Pennsylvania 
State University.

Unsure what to do after college, he 
and a friend hopped onto a Greyhound 
bus headed to New York. With $3 in 
dimes, he made job calls from a phone 
booth to a list of costume houses and 
struck it lucky with the third one. He 
turned up for his job interview smartly 
dressed, clutching his portfolio. Offered 
a job unloading trucks, he was told he 
needn’t dress up for work. Moving to 
the men’s accessories department, he 
learned the difference between various 
items (such as fedora and derby) to 
correctly catalog them. He progressed to 
working backstage, building costumes 
for Broadway shows such as Follies; A 
Little Night Music; No, No, Nanette; and 
Jesus Christ Superstar. He eventually 
rose to the position of costumer.

The theater and opera phase of 
Maurice’s life took him to a number of 
places. He spent three years each in 
Anchorage and Minneapolis. In between, 
there were short stints in San Francisco; 
Ashland, Oregon; and Dallas. Moving 
to Anchorage was like a dream. He 
was working in a costume house in San 
Franciso when the Alaska Repertory 
Theater (ART) called to offer him the 
position of chief cutter. Oil money was 
pouring into the state and ART, flush 
with funding, was seeking a costume 
designer for a season of Shakespeare 
plays. Maurice moved to Anchorage in 
the middle of winter and was soon drawn 
into a close-knit community of quirky 
individuals, some of whom became his 
lifelong best friends. 

Maurice is happy he was introduced 
to opera early on and he still loves it. He 
even had a small part as a soldier in a 

production of Bellini’s Norma at the New 
York Metropolitan Opera. He remembers 
desperately trying not to trip as he 
ran up a revolving staircase, wearing 
ill-fitting shoes, and carrying a spear 
and shield. Maurice has worked with 
opera stars such as Joan Sutherland 
and Leontyne Price. He vividly recalls 
measuring the latter’s head between 
rehearsals at the San Francisco Opera, 
where she was appearing in Verdi’s Aida 
with Luciano Pavarotti. Rather than 
wearing heels, she preferred to add 
height through headpieces.

Hollywood was the next phase of 
Maurice’s life, working in TV and movies. 
Good people taught Maurice the lingo 
and technical considerations of this new 
environment. There were many laughs 
but also numerous fraught moments. 
One day, he was thrown in the deep 
end while working on The Fisher King; 
he was given 10 minutes to figure out 
how to make Robin Williams’s raincoat 
look fire scarred. Maurice improvised 
with salt rings and scorch marks. He 
recalls that Williams stayed in character 
for the movie, insisting that his clothes 
remain unwashed even though they 
reeked. Maurice worked on TV shows 
such as the Star Trek series (The Next 
Generation and Deep Space 9), and 
about 20 movies, including Back To The 
Future 2 and 3, and Apollo 13.

The Santa Fe Opera brought 
Maurice to New Mexico in 1970. 
He feels he was at the height of his 
creativity working there and teaching 
at College of Santa Fe (now Santa Fe 
University of Art and Design). He was 
also part of an improvisational show 
that performed at the Taos Community 
Theater and the Albuquerque Black 
Box Theater in the 1970s. Maurice’s 
role involved a trapeze act which he did 
at a thrilling 20 feet in the air.

In 1986 he attended a very 
memorable wedding in a log cabin 

on 10 acres in Carson. Told about a 
30-acre lot for sale nearby, he and two 
friends bought it. Maurice acquired a 
trailer and stayed in between Hollywood 
jobs, enjoying the rustic water hauling 
and firewood chopping. An encounter 
with a Santa Fe architect at a Rainbow 
Family gathering led to a set of plans for 
a house built around a trailer. Maurice 
eventually found just the right trailer, 
a 40-ft Spartan, for $1200 (less than 
it cost to move the trailer from LA to 
Carson). Maurice was fortunate to join 
the Hollywood Costumers Union Local 
705 early on. The savings pension they 
provided, together with a bequest from 
his mother, enabled him to hire Aaron 
Chigbrow to build his house. Amazingly, 
Aaron completed the project, with help 
from other locals, such as Bill Traetta, 
Scott Stephens and Kritter Krout, in 
10 weeks. Aaron was meticulous and 
Maurice has had no problems in his 10 
plus years of living in the house.

Maurice met his partner Tony when 
he got back into ice skating, which he 
had flirted with in college. He went on 
to win three gold medals in adult events 
at the national level. Maurice has had 
a lifelong love of the circus and even 
joined one in Santa Fe, an adventure 
soon abandoned after a major “smash-
up” with the locals in Las Vegas, New 
Mexico. These days, he makes quarter-
inch-scale circus models, collects 
trailer miniatures, and keeps his mind 
active reading and solving crossword, 
jigsaw, and sudoku puzzles, when not 
working on yard projects. He loves his 
reclusive life in Carson—a world far 
away from his public past incarnations.

Maurice Palinski



12 CARSON OPIÑON • January 2022

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CAFE THROUGH THE SLOW WINTER MONTHS!

Carson Cafe

GIVE US A CALL 505-407-7420 |  WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU!

ADVERTISEMENT
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News from Carson Cafe
By Carson Cafe Staff

Hello friends, neighbors, and new 
patrons! We’ve made a few changes 
In the past year, and thought we’d 
introduce ourselves and give thanks. 
We’ve added local favorite Vonnie to the 
staff; she has helped push us forward, 
adding new menu and grocery items with 
her signature cheer and energy. Jordan 
has found his perfect pizza and daily 
specials such as strombolis, calzones 
and enchiladas, which have become 
weekend favorites. We have a growing 
vegetarian and vegan audience that we 
support as well, with breakfast items and 
pizzas. Mika has joined us this past year 
making pies and soups, warming the 
house with savory and sweet aromas, 
and a must try. A special thank you to 
Craig and Jeff for pushing through these 
tough times and keeping us afloat. 
They’ve added a great beer selection 
and wine license, making Carson the 
only place to get a pizza and brew!

Remember, we have many of your 
staples in grocery. Including milk 

(oat, almond, and dairy), 
sugar, butter, beans, etc. 
We serve and sell Taos 
Roasters Coffee, Ruby K 
Bagels, house-made to-go 
burritos for those on the 
run, bananas, avocados—
you name it. Ask, we probably 
have it! If there is anything you 
might need that we don’t already carry, 
please let us know! Coming soon: order 
in bulk, and save!

We’re excited to add an event 
schedule this year: on Wednesdays, 
an early evening movie, 4-6 pm; 
on Thursdays, come by for games, 
cards, chess, scrabble etc, starting at 
noon to close; Fridays are music and 
performance days—on the 1st and 
3rd Fridays we have karaoke, and 2nd 
and 4th Fridays we have open mic, 
or drop in jam, depending on how 
many participants arrive. Bill Marshall 
prominently known as Rev. Wille T sets 
up stage lights and sound systems 

on karaoke nights, He knows how to 
materialize a Korean taphouse on 
the mesa. 

It is tough during the winter months, 
so we look forward to your visit! 

From all of us here at the Carson 
Café…Happy New Year! Thank you for 
all your support in 2021!

Call for preorders or info!
505-407-7420
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Ode to Carson
OR

Eau de Carson
by Jeremy Paine

Angel Fire can get quite chilly 
Hatch grows its chile hot
You can catch a ride on the Chile Line
(but to Carson, sadly, not)

Albuquerque has its Duke 
Los Alamos can keep its nuke
Roswell has its claim to Martians
But I just want to live in Carson 

Carson, New Mexico 
There isn’t any other place I’d rather go

If you want a steam train drama
Take the narrow gauge to Chama 
Stand out in the soot and cinders
Or catch the view from out the winders 

They say that Carson’s named for Kit
But Johnny’s show was quite a hit
Rachel Carson’s fine with me 
She got a ban on DDT

Carson’s the place for me
There’s no other place I’d rather be 

Taos is full of chichi shops
And tourist spots galore
But Carson has a firehouse 
And cafe/grocery store

Our part-time P.O. really rocks
If you’re there before 1:30
It looks just like a double-wide
But I’m sure it’s nice and sturdy

Carson 87517
New Mexico’s little slice of heaven

Starlit nights, no city lights
Ensconced in Nature’s glory,
A chapter from my favorite book 
And thus concludes my story

Milky Way in New Mexico / John Fowler 
(Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic)

Channels of Communication in Carson
Carson O Piñon is just one of several channels of communication we have 
in Carson. The next Carson O Piñon will appear in April 2022, and we’ll be 
finishing it up by mid-March. So, if you would like to write something for the CCA 
Board to consider for inclusion, please send it to cca@carsonnm.org, hand it to 
a CCA Board member, or mail it to PO Box 101, Carson NM 87517. 

If you are reading this copy of the Carson O Piñon but did not receive it by 
email or by mail and would like to receive it, email us at cca@carsonnm.org. 
Note that we do not have the budget to mail the newsletter to every member 
because our bylaws do not authorize us to levy assessments or dues. Instead, 
we welcome donations and advertising to support our work, including 
production and distribution of Carson O Piñon. Advertising rates are on page 2. 

CCA sends out email updates regularly. If you are not on the email list and 
would like to be, send an email to cca@carsonnm.org. If you learn of information 
that might be useful to the community, please send it to the same address.

CCA and the Firewise Committee are helping the Carson Volunteer Fire 
Department (CVFD) develop a comprehensive contact list as part of the Carson 
Fire Evacuation Plan that Fire Chief Scott Freeman has drawn up. This plan is 
going to be critical for evacuating Carson in a smooth, organized way should 
there be a fire or other emergency. The best way for communicating will be via 
text, so CVFD aims to have a comprehensive list of text numbers. CVFD has a 
set of questions they would like residents to answer. Send an email to firewise@
carsonnm.org if you would like to receive those questions.

There is an email list that community members can use to communicate 
with each other, called the Carson Network. The purpose of The Carson 
Network is for members of the Carson community to connect, sell and seek 
services, buy and sell items, ask questions, and share information including 
science-based information of relevance to our community. If you want to join 
that list, send an email to network@carsonnm.org.

Finally, we post notices to the Carson Community Bulletin Board on 
S Carson Road, by the post office.

Recipe: Fruit and Nut 
Cookies
By Sharon Wilbur
These are nutritious and delicious cookies, and very easy to make.

Ingredients
1¼ cups fine almond meal (substitute a little cashew, or walnuts)
¾ cup peanut or other nut butter
1 cup dried cherries (substitute some cranberries, goji)
¼ cup sesame seeds, ¼ tsp salt
½ cup maple syrup
¼ cup each hemp nuts, ground flax, and chia seeds 

as optional extras

Instructions
Preheat oven to 375°F. Mix all ingredients in a bowl. 
Drop 1½ inch balls on a cookie sheet and lightly press 
to flatten. Bake 8–10 minutes until lightly browned.

mailto:cca@carsonnm.org
mailto:cca@carsonnm.org
mailto:cca@carsonnm.org
mailto:cca@carsonnm.org
mailto:network@carsonnm.org
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CROSSWORD—A Lightly Challenging Puzzle
By Jeremy Paine
ACROSS
1 Like a wet noodle
5 Food (informal)
9 Double curve
12 Smell
13 ___ Croft, Tomb Raider
14 Easy to hear
16 Where the shoe hits the road
17 Used car caveat
18 Ten Commandments receiver
20 Ours is about 7,000 ft. (abbr.)  
21 Halts
23 “…of ___ I sing”
24 Good wood to burn with Piñon
26 Clothing with a slogan, often
28 Actress Vergara
31 Brief message
32 Adapt to new conditions
34 Oral traditions
35 ___ and Don Kirk, early Carson 

settlers
38 An excellent location
41 The ___ Man (a great Carson 

gardener)
42 Shook a bell
43 Colorado Blue ___
44 Something viral online
45 Is durable
46 Make a choice
49 Pounds and pesos, for example
52 Persia, now
53 Depart
55 Something to eat at La Cueva
59 Nasal cavity
61 Greek war god
62 Reflected sound
63 Lions and tigers but not bears
64 Color, lightly
65 ___ Alta Road, Taos
66 Allow
67 Backtalk
68 38 across, for many of us

DOWN
1 Be defeated
2 Someone or something worshipped
3 Sauce made of chilies and chocolate
4 Is victorious
5 Part of a necklace or bracelet
6 Waste maker, it’s said
7 Easily recognized constellation
8 Stinging insect

9 Tree affected by Dutch disease
10 Gently calm
11 Japanese bar food?
15 Mule or White-tailed
19 Ready, ___, go!
22 Hurricanes and Nor’easters
25 Took time to enjoy
27 High church structure, often
28 Arroyo ___
29 Like a NASCAR track
30 President before Carter
31 At this moment
33 Hard tooth layer
34 Section of a relay race
35 Name of twelve popes
36 Savings or checking, perhaps (abbr.)
37 Low digits
39 Taos to Red River, on a compass
40 Medical imaging specialist
44 Hour portion
46 Insult or belittle (slang)
47 Bissel, of Poco Loco
48 Venetian waterway
49 Ave ___ (Christian prayer)

50 Horno and microwave
51 Places to lay eggs
54 Has dinner
56 ___bat, at the circus?
57 Buddy
58 Slime
60 Fast trans-Atlantic jet, once (abbr.)

Answers are posted at carsonnm.org 
and will also appear in the next issue 
of Carson O Piñon.

Jeremy Paine is the CCA Treasurer. He 
enjoys creating crossword puzzles as a 
hobby. His crosswords have appeared 
in The New York Times and The Rock 
River Times of Illinois. We will be 
featuring more of Jeremy’s puzzles in 
future issues of Carson O Piñon.

Do you have fun quizzes or riddles 
to share? Please send them for 
consideration to cca@carsonnm.org.

Table 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65

66 67 68
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Carson O Piñon
Carson Community Association
PO Box 101, Carson NM 87517

Hand your donation to any board 
member or mail your check, 
payable to “CCA”, to the address 
above, or donate online at 
carsonnm.org/donate

Sun Cottage Kennels
C A N I N E  F U N  C A M P

Boarding, Day Care and Training
Owner/Manager Giselle Botani 

Decades of experience working with dogs including 
years as a veterinary assistant and technician.

 Boarding overnight $20.00 
 Day care $10.00
 Basic training/day $20.00

We accept all breeds of dogs large to small, specializing in 
Sighthounds such as Greyhounds and sporting dogs.

We have fully fenced exercise areas. Bring your own dog food. 
Special diets are fine. Located in Carson, west of the Rio Grande.

Contact suncottagekennels@gmail.com.
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